South African President Nelson Mandela and Archibishop Desmod Tutu celebrate the completion of the Truth
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A presentation on the
application of forensic
sciences to human rights
investigations at a workshop
organized by Article XIX,
and a mission requested by
the South African Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.

and Reconciliation Commission’s Report, October 28th, 1998

t the invitation of Article XIX, an

international,London-based

organization which advocates against

censorship, EAAF member Mercedes

Doretti traveled to South Africa from
July 18th to August 2nd, 1997. From July 21 to July 23,
she attended a “Workshop on Informal Repression
and Censorship in Africa,” near Durban and gave a
presentation on human rights investigation and
forensic sciences. The workshop was organized by
Article XIX and the Network of Independent
Monitors (NIM), a South African human rights
organization, and was sponsored by the Ford
Foundation. Almost 40 participants from human
rights NGOs in eight African countries attended.
Doretti and Francisco Soberon from APRODEH, a
Peruvian NGO, were also invited to describe their

experiences in investigating human rights violations.

EAAF was invited to give a similar slide
presentation at the Durban and Johannesburg
branches of the South African Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, created by President
Mandela. In early 1996 the Commission began
working on its mandate to investigate human rights
violations committed against individuals during the
last 33 years of the former state.

A month later, EAAF was invited by the South
African Commission to provide technical advice on a
case under investigation and to help form a local
forensic team that could support the Commission’s
investigations. Two EAAF members, Doretti and Luis
Fondebrider, traveled to Johannesburg and stayed for
two weeks, between August 30th and September
12th.

EAAF also worked on one case during August. At
this point, no information about the investigation can
be released.

South African

state-employed forensic
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investigators have been strongly criticized by human
rights organizations for their behavior during the
apartheid years, when, among other things, autopsy
records and death certificates were reportedly altered
to conceal or obscure the details of state-sponsored
crimes. Mainly because of such problems, the
Commission required an alternate system for dealing
with cases in which exhumations and analyses of
skeletal remains needed to be conducted. Although
South Africa has a long tradition in archaeology and
physical anthropology, there is no precedent for
members of these disciplines working for the judicial
system on legal cases.

To help address these problems, during the second

EAAF member Mercedes Doretti testifying at the Article XIXConference near Durban in 1996.

A witness shot in the face by
South African police testifying
before the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in
Cape Town.

mission EAAF worked together with the Medical
Legal Unit, a South African non-governmental
organization that monitors and works to improve
medico-legal investigations, to organize an informal
two day discussion with archaeologists, physical
anthropologists and forensic experts, mostly from the
Wittswater University of Johannesburg.

The meeting, which took place at the
Commission’s office in Johannesburg in August, was
intended to establish a basis for forensic assistance in
cases under investigation. As not many cases which
require such investigations have been identified so
far, the group decided that a full time team was not
necessary, and proposed creating a team that would
work on a case by case basis. A
first draft of these
recommendations was written
and presented to the
Commission.

Photo courtesy of Article XIX.
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Body Tells

Grim Tales of Apartheid
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Summary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s conclusions

NEW YORK TIMES, OCTOBER 30TH,, 1998
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TRC hears

sad stories
of victims

Police told arrested mother to give
her newiorn batw samp to eat
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