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PHOTOS:

Excavations at Bas—
Carenage, whera victims of
the Raboteau massacre are
being exhumad. The forensic
team assembled for this mis-
sion also worked with the
collaboration of OEA-UN
anthropologists.
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On December 17, 1994 Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide created the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to investigate human
rights violations committed during the military
regime of General Raoul Cedras (1991-1994).

In 1995, the Human Rights Program of the American
Association for the Advancement of Sciences
(AAAS) in Washington D.C. organized and spon-
sored two forensic missions to Haiti to assist the
work of the Truth Commission. Two EAAF members
participated as part of a larger international delega-
tion of experts.

Background

On September 19, 1994 a multinational force
authorized by the United Nations Security
Council and led by the United States intervened
in Haiti to restore elected president Jean-Bertrand
Aristide to power. Aristide was elected in
December 1990 and took office on February 7,
1991. His government lasted only seven months
before it was overthrown in a military coup on
September 29, 1991. After the coup, a military
government headed by General Raoul Cedras
ruled the country until the U.N. military inter-
vention.

“The coup unleashed a massive outbreak of human

rights violations, including extrajudicial execu-

tions, “disappearances,” torture, rape, and severe
restrictions on freedoms of expression, assembly,
and association. The Haitian army and police con-
ducted a campaign of terror, specifically targeting
supporters of President Aristide and driving many

Haitians human rights organizations underground.

The armed forces destroyed radio stations, killed

reporters, and conducted sweeps in Port-au-Prince

slums known as strongholds of President Aristide.”?

Human rights organizations estimate that 3,000
to 4,000 people were killed by security forces and

paramilitary groups during the rule of the mili-
tary regime. During this period approximately,
100,000 Haitians sought refuge abroad, and
another 300,000 were internally displaced during
this period.2

The OAS and the UN Security Council and
General Assembly quickly condemned the coup
and the subsequent human rights violations. The
Council of Ministers at the OAS, following the
Declaration of Santiago, recommended that its
members “isolate the military Junta diplomatical-
ly; suspend all economic, commercial and finan-
cial ties with Haiti; cut off foreign aid, and bar
arms deliveries to the junta.”* The OAS subse-
quently demanded the re-establishment of
President Aristide and the rule of law, imposed a
trade embargo, and froze the assets of the state. In
1993, the UN Security Council also declared an
embargo on shipments of oil and weapons to
Haiti.

In September 1992, a small OAS delegation of
18 observers was accepted by the military regime
“to help secure a general reduction in violence
and to promote respect for human rights, to coop-
erate in the distribution of humanitarian aid, and
to assess the progress made towards a political
solution of the crisis. The delegation, ill- equipped
and unable to move from Port-au-Prince due to
lack of guarantee of security from de facto prime
Minister Marc Bazin, languished in the capital for
the next five months.”5 A few months after the
coup, Aristide requested a larger human rights
monitoring mission formed by UN and OAS
observers. After several months of negotiations,
in February 1993, the OAS mission became a
OAS/UN International Civilian Mission to Haiti
(MICIVIH), with approximately 200 observers
deployed throughout the country. Due to the
deterioration of the Haitian human rights situa-
tion, lack of cooperation from the government,
and intimidation and attacks on UN personnel by
the de facto Haitian government’s security and

1."Human Rights Monitering vs. Political Expediency: the experience of the OEA/ONU Mission in Haiti" by W.0. Naill, Harvard Human Rights
Journal, vol.8 Spr. 1995, O’'Neill was a consultant and former director from the Legal Dept. of the OEA/UN International Civilian Mission to Haiti.
2. “Haiti: Human Rights after Aristide’s Return,” Human Rights Waltch/America, October 1995, vol. 7, No. 11, p.2.

3. The declaration of Santiago stipulates that if a democratic elected government in the hemisphera is overthrown, the OAS Council of Ministers
is authorized 1o adopt ‘all additional measures which may be necessary and appropriate’ to restore order. fbid, O'Nelll, p. 101-102.

4. Ibigd O'Neill, p. 102 5. Ibid O'Naill, p. 103
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paramilitary forces, the OEA/UN mission was
forced to leave Haiti twice during the period of
military rule. The mission had to be evacuated
to the Dominican Republic in October 1993, and
was expelled from the country in July 13, 1994.

On July 31, 1994 the UN Security Council
approved the use of Resolution 940, authorizing
the use of force under Chapter VII of the UN
Chapter to create and maintain a secure and sta-
ble environment in Haiti. “Never before had the
Security Council agreed to use Chapter VIl in a
purely domestic matter where human rights
violations were the primary cause of a threat to
international stability.”¢ As the human rights
situation was deteriorating in Haiti, and in the
middle of heated debates against and in favor a
military intervention in Haiti in the US
Congress, on September 15 U.S. President
Clinton finally decided to intervene militarily.
As a result of a last-minute negotiation led by
president Carter, Gen. Cedras and two other
top officials—Francois and Biamby—were
allowed to leave the country in exile. On
September 19, 1994 a UN multinational force
{MNF) led by the US Army and almost entirely
composed of US Army troops landed in Haiti in
what it was called a military intervention or
invasion, or “intervasion.”?

The role and point of view of the UN/OAS
ground mission and its strong differences with
the UN-OAS diplomatic team of negotiators, as
well as the differences between President
Aristide’s government-in-exile and the two suc-
cessive American administrations during the
negotiations, are important to understand if
human rights problems in similar circum-
stances are to be prevented in the future.
However, they are not the subject of this report.?

MICIVIH returned to Haiti after the UN mili-
tary intervention. A UN Civilian Police
Monitors Division (CivPol) was added to the

civilian and military UN divisions. The military
leadership of the Haitian Armed Forces (Forces
Armees d'Haiti, FAd’H} were dismantled by
President Aristide and there was a gradual disso-
lution of the rest of the FAd'H, greatly reducing
state-sponsored violence.”” An amnesty law,
which resulted from the Carter negotiations,
finally did not cover political crimes. “There had
been fears that the October 1994 amnesty law
might be interpreted in such a way as to protect
perpetrators of human rights violations and com-
mon crimes as well as those involved in the coup.
Fortunately, by January 1996, no such broad
reading had been upheld.”10

The Truth and Justice Commission

This Commission was created by former
Haitian President Aristide to investigate human
rights violations committed during the military
regime of General Cedras (September 29, 1991-
October, 1994). The Presidential decree which
created the commission states:

“.as a need to harmonize the relations within
Haitian society... as a will of the Haitian people to
build up the rule of law in the country... consider-
ing that the rule of law can not be built with
impunity, but that it has to rely on the trust of the
citizens in the democratic functioning of the insti-
tutions, especially the judicial system...[that] only
the complete and public truth would satisfy the
minimum requirements that justice demands and
would create indispensable conditions for a real
and effective process of transition and national rec-
onciliation... [and] considering that the knowledge
of the truth and the official State acknowledgment
of its responsibilities vis-a-vis the damage inflicted
would rehabilitate the victims’ dignity in the pub-
lic opinion...[President Jean Bertrand Aristide] cre-
ated the National Commission on Truth and
Justice, on December 17, 1994.”

The Commission began working on May 6,
1995, and carried out its inquiry over a period
lasting close to a year. The decree which estab-

6. Ibid, O'Nelll, 7. “Haliti: Building Democracy” by W. O'Neill, CIIR Comment, 1-36, 1996.
8. For further reading, see O'Nalll, ibidam; Nat! Coalition for Haitian Refugees/ Human Rights Watch/America Report; Amnesty Intl Reports.
9, “Haiti; Human Rights after President Aristide’s Return,” Oct. 1995, vol. 7, no. 11, New York, p.2-3, 5.

10. /bid, O’'Neill “Haitl: Building Democracy,” p. 23
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lished the Commission did not rule out the pos-
sibility that judicial processes may be initiated
as a result of its investigations. At the end of the
inquiry, the Commission was mandated to pub-
lish a public report containing its conclusions.
In addition, it was required to make public a
number of recommendations to prevent a repe-
tition of tragic events of the past, and to
improve the Haitian judicial system and securi-
ty forces.

On February 5 1996, the president of the
Commission delivered its final report to
President Aristide.

The work of the forensic team

The purpose of these missions was to assist
the work of the Haitian Truth and Justice
Commission by providing technical forensic
advice.

In 1994, Michael Levy, from the International
Liaison Office of former President Aristide in
Washington, D.C., and Claudette Werleigh, for-
mer Haitian Foreign Minister, contacted the
AAAS and requested that it assist the Truth
- Commission in forensic and data-base analysis.
This report deals only with AAAS’s assistance
in forensic investigations

Dr. Daniel Salcedo, former Senior Program
Associate at the AAAS’s Human Rights and
Science Program, traveled to Haiti in February
1995. He returned in May 1995 with Patrick Ball,
a database expert, and EAAF member Luis
Fondebrider.

Fondebrider and Salcedo visited several pos-
sible burial sites and, on the basis of this
research, produced a report for the
Commission. The report proposed that an inter-
national forensic team coordinated by AAAS
conduct a series of exhumations and laboratory
analyses.

The Commission approved the recommenda-
tion and requested that the AAAS organize a
new international team. The members of this
team included Mariana Valdizon and Federico
Reyes of the Guatemalan Forensic
Anthropology Team (EGAF); Dr. Karen Burns of

the University of Georgia, USA; and Luis
Fondebrider and Mercedes Doretti of EAAF.
Daniel Salcedo of the AAAS assembled the team
and coordinated the mission. Jose Pablo
Baraybar, physical anthropologist working with
the OAS- UN Civilian Mission at Haiti
(MICIVIH, OEA/ONU), worked with the team
and made substantial contributions to its work.

The mission took place between August 28
and October 11, 1995.

Because the forensic team was working for the
Commission, it limited its investigations to cases
that fell under the Commission’s mandate—that
is, those which occurred during the rule of the
last Haitian military government.

During the second mission, the international
forensic team investigated ten different cases of
alleged human rights violations committed
under the military regime. The cases can be
grouped into four broad categories, according to
the nature of the investigation. In two cases, Fort
Dimanche and Grand Goave, the team conduct-
ed background research and on this basis decid-
ed not to proceed with further investigations
during the current mission. In two other cases,
Omega and Lamentin, on the basis of initial
research, the team dug test pits, but did not find
human remains. Although the possibility that
further research would yield different results
was not ruled out, the team decided not to pur-
sue these investigations. In a further three cases,
Source Puantes, Mount St. Cristophe, and Morne
a Cabrit, the team investigated sites where
human remains were found on the surface of the
earth. At these sites, research involved recording
and analyzing the remains, and gathering infor-
mation about the circumstances in which they
were brought there. Finally, three cases,
Rossignol, Gonaives, and Raboteau, involved
the exhumation of grave sites where human
remains were found. The team recovered and
analyzed the remains, and collected other infor-
mation about the circumstances of death and
burial.

All the remains recovered during the research
were analyzed at the University Hospital of
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Port-au-Prince. A final forensic report was sub-
mitted by the international forensic team to the
Commission on December 1995.

In addition, the team produced also a sepa-
rate statistical report entitled “Violations of the
Right to Life in Haiti, 1985 to 1995” analyzing
records from the morgue of the University
Hospital at Port-au-Prince. Mercedes Doretti
conducted the investigation in Haiti with the
collaboration of Gracia Guy Joseph, field
researcher from the Truth Commission. A team
of six people from the Commission collected the
data at the hospital: Danielle Andre, Marie Alice
Luis Jean, Yvette E. Pierre, Eddy Beauliere,
Joseph, and Doretti. Ignacio Cano, of the
Evaluation Group for the Analysis of Data
(EGAD) of the University of Arizona at Tucson
conducted statistical analyses of the data on this
last project. We would like to thank Professor L.
Sechrest, Director of EGAD, for his professional
and logistical support.

Main Conclusions from the

Forensic Cases

The team worked at ten different sites around
the country, which are described in the follow-
ing sections. All investigations were conducted
in the presence of the local Justice of the Peace
and representatives from the Truth
Commission.

Fort Dimanche

During the Duvaliers’ rule, Fort Dimanche
was an infamous prison for political and ordi-
nary prisoners where, according to the testi-
.monies of former inmates, prisoners were
starved, beaten and tortured, in some cases to
death. Fort Dimanche was closed down by
President Aristide shortly after he assumed
power in 1991. However, some testimonies sug-
gest that it may have been used as a clandestine
detention center during the latest period of mil-

itary rule (September 1991 to October 1994). The
issue is complicated by the fact that Delmas 33, a
barracks and detention center which replaced
Fort Dimanche, was also informally known as
Fort Dimanche. In many testimonies collected by
human rights organizations it is not clear
whether witnesses are referred to the original or
the new Fort Dimanche.ll

During the preliminary investigations in May
1995 members of the international team were told
by squatters living in the now-abandoned Fort
Dimanche that prisoners killed during the period
of General Cedras’ military rule were buried in
mass graves on the prison grounds. The squat-
ters claimed they could differentiate between
these graves and those from earlier periods, an
issue of importance because the Truth
Commission was under mandate to investigate
only human rights violations committed by the
recent military regime.

On August 31st, 1995, members of the interna-
tional team visited Fort Dimanche to conduct
more detailed investigations. They found human
remains lying on the surface of the prison
grounds, and holes which squatters claimed were
mass graves. Since there is no technical means to
determine from such recent human remains the
precise year or month when death occurred, and
the prisoners were unlikely to have been buried
with associated evidence which would have clar-
ified the matter, the testimonies of the squatters
were crucial to the investigation. Interviews with
the squatters, however, resulted in very inconsis-
tent information concerning the dates that the
people had been killed and the graves dug.

The team conducted two other sets of inter-
views in the first two weeks of September. These
testimonies were similarly inconsistent.
Accordingly, it was decided not to conduct fur-
ther investigations at Fort Dimanche during the
mission. Further work at the site might be recon-
sidered, however, if new and more precise infor-
mation is discovered.

11. *Terror prevails in Halt” Human Rights Watch/ America and the National Coalition for Haitian Refugees, April 1994, vol. 6, No. 5., and
“The Aristide Government's Human Rights Record.” by Human Rights Watch/America and the National Coalition for Haitian Refugees and

Caribbean Rights, Nov. 1, 1991, vol. 3, no. 12, p. 10-12.
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Lamentin

According to the accounts of many local and
international human rights organizations, the
Haitian military undertook a campaign of vio-
lent repression directed at the civilian populace
during the days immediately following the
coup d’ etat of September 29th, 1991. In Port-
au-Prince, several poor neighborhoods such as
Cite Soleil and Lamentin were particular targets
of such violence. Records from the morgue and
emergency room of the Hospital of the
University of Haiti examined by members of
the forensic team and the Truth Commission
support these reports. The records document a
sudden and dramatic increase in the number of
people wounded or killed by gunshot wounds
during the night of September 30th and the first
days of October. Interviews with hospital per-
sonnel confirmed these findings.

The forensic team focused on the Lamentin
neighborhood, where human rights organiza-
tions report that approximately 30 people were
killed in the days following the coup. The team
visited the neighborhood several times in
September 1995, and collected testimonies
which were highly consistent in their descrip-
tions of the date, time and general circum-
stances of the killings. According to witnesses,
on the evening of Monday September 30, 1991,
a soldier was killed in a riot, and shortly after
military personnel went on a rampage through
the neighborhood, shooting at civilians and
destroying buildings. They continued such
activities over the next week or two, although
most of the casualties occurred during the first
few days. The soldiers were reportedly sta-
tioned at Lamentin 54, a military base in the
neighborhood.

Local human rights organizations collected
lists of 18 people killed in Lamentin on October
2nd, 1991. Witnesses say the military disposed
of the bodies in two ways: some were take away
by military trucks to unknown destinations,

while others were buried in the neighborhood in
graves which the soldiers forced local residents
to dig. A comparison between the names of the
18 casualties from Lamentin and those listed in
the hospital morgue records on October 2nd did
not reveal any matches, although the morgue
records listed 12 non-identified men killed by
gunshot wounds, some of whom may have come
from Lamentin.

The team interviewed several witnesses of the
military rampage, but was not able to locate per-
sons who had themselves witnessed the digging
of the graves. According to some testimonies,
most of the witnesses to these burials were hid-
ing or had themselves been killed by the sol-
diers; they may also have been afraid to speak to
the team for fear of reprisals from former
Tontons Macoutes living in the area.

Team members thought that because the infor-
mation provided by witnesses was so consistent,
it is likely that bodies are buried in the neighbor-
hood. Due to time constraints, the team dug
only one test pit, and did not find human
remains. However, the consistency of witnessesi
testimonies suggests that a more extensive
search might result in the discovery of burial
sites in Lamentin.

Grande-Goave

On September 26th, 1995, the forensic team,
anthropologist Jose Pablo Baraybar, and mem-
bers of the Truth Commission explored ten sites
in the Grande Goave region. Nine of these sites
were located near the national highway in the La
Saline, Carrefour Blaies, Papette and Morne
Tapion areas. These sites were reported by the
Truth Commission to be possible burial loca-
tions, each containing the body of a victim killed
during different incidents of political repression.

The team interviewed witnesses and local res-
idents, who provided information about the pos-
sible identities of the victims, the alleged victims’
physical features, the circumstances in which the
bodies were found, the precise location of the

12. See, for example, “Cahier de la Plate-Forme des organismes haitiens de defense des droits humains” Oct.-Dec. 1991; Amnesty
international “Haiti: The Human Rights Tragedy: Human Rights Violations since the Coup,” Jan. 22, 1992
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alleged burial sites, and the persons who buried
them.

On the basis of this research, it was decided
that the testimonial evidence justified exhuma-
tions of four or five of the ten gravesites. In sev-
eral of the other cases, the testimonies suggest-
ed either that the deaths were not related to
political incidents, or that they did not fall with-
in the time frame under investigation by the
Truth Commission. Finally, in several cases
there was not enough information about the
local of the gravesite.

The exhumations were carried out by Jose
Pablo Baraybar after the forensic team left. The
results of this investigation are contained in his
report to the Truth Commission.

Omega

Omega is a Security Forces barracks located
on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince. According to
allegations, prisoners had been killed and
buried in the back yard of the building.

Several trenches were opened, with negative
results. No human remains were found.

Source Puantes

In Port-au-Prince it is common knowledge
that Haitian officials used the Titayen region,
located approximately 15 kilometers from the
city, as a dumping ground for bodies of those
killed by the military, as well as for unclaimed
bodies from the university hospital. Source
Puantes and Mont Saint Cristophe (see follow-
ing section) are two sites within the region
where bodies were deposited.

Source Puantes is a large area where bodies
have been deposited, together with garbage
from the city, in a series of shallow pits, each
approximately three meters in diameter. The
site has been used as a dumping ground by the
Hospital of the University of Haiti, which serves
the entire Port-au-Prince region, since 1973.
Reports also say that the Haitian military has
used the site to deposit the bodies of persons it
has killed.

The first team visited Source Puantes in May
1995 and explored an area roughly 100 meters
by 20 meters. They found hundreds of non-
articulated human skeletal remains, and some
cadavers in advanced states of decomposition.
Some of the bodies were wrapped in hospital
sheets. Two skulls with clearly evident gun-
shot wounds were also found. The team con-
cluded, however, that given the co-mingling of
the bodies and the absence of other informa-
tion, it would be virtually impossible to identi-
fy the remains of persons killed by political
violence during the recent military regime.

On September 5th, 1995, the larger forensic
team visited the site and collected human
remains for further analysis. The most signifi-
cant findings resulting from the analyses were
five skulls, which bore marks indicating physi-
cal violence. The back of one skull presented
an entrance gunshot wound, strongly suggest-
ing that the cause of death was homicide.
Three other skulls were damaged by gun shots
to the side of the head; in these cases the cause
of death could have been homicide or suicide,
although the large-caliber weapons which
caused the wounds are rarely used in suicides.
The fifth skull was damaged by blunt force
trauma, which was likely to have been the
cause of death.

Although the cause of death in these cases
was most probably a gunshot wound to the
head, it is virtually impossible to determine
when and in what circumstances death
occurred. Thus, even in the cases in which
physical violence seems extremely probable, it
is not possible to establish whether the killings
occurred during the period under investigation
by the Truth Commission, nor whether they
were in fact human rights cases. The team
accordingly decided not to pursue further
investigations at this site.
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Saint Cristophe

Saint Cristophe is a site approximately 800
meters north of Source Puantes in the Titayen
Region. It lies at the foot of Mont Saint
Cristophe, on a flooding terrace close to the sea.
Like Source Puantes, the site was allegedly used
as a dumping ground by the Haitian military.
However, the remains found at the site, and the
information collected about the circumstances in
which they were deposited there, contrast
strongly with the findings at Source Puantes in
several crucial respects.

Jose Pablo Baraybar conducted an investiga-
tion of the Saint Cristophe site in early 1995.1* He
found human remains, most of which had been
scavenged by dogs and scattered over a surface
area of approximately 180,000 square meters.

Mr. Baraybar conducted interviews with local
residents. The surrounding area is very desolate,
with only a few houses. During part of Cedras’
regime, a 6:00 p.m. curfew had been imposed in
the area, and as a result everyone stayed at home
at night. During 1993 and 1994, residents in this
area sometimes heard trucks driving into the St.
Cristophe area late at night. The trucks would
stop, and a few minutes later the residents would
hear gunshots. A few minutes after that the
trucks would start again and drive away. In the
morning the residents would go to look in the
area, and find bodies. None of the witnesses had
actually seen the assailants or victims, however.

Distribution of the remains suggested that the
bodies had originally been deposited in at least
five different sites relatively distant (5 to 40
meters) from access roads leading in and out of
the site, in contrast with the Source Puantes site,

where the bodies had been dumping in shallow-

pits close to the road. Also in contrast with
Source Puantes, no hospital paraphernalia was
found at the site, and no evidence that graves or
pits had been dug was found.

At the time, Mr. Baraybar observed two skulls
showing traces of gunshot wounds, and spent
cartridges near the remains of a third skeleton.

On the basis of this evidence, Mr. Baraybar
hypothesized that at least eleven persons, mostly
men, had probably been brought alive to the site
by truck, and were forced to walk from the road
into the bushes, where they were executed. Mr.
Baraybar mapped the location of the findings
and left the evidence in situ. In September 1995,
the forensic team, working with the Truth
Commission, followed Mr. Baraybar’s map and
collected human remains and associated ballistic
and textile evidence.

Analyses of the remains showed that a mini-
mum of eleven bodies had been left at the site.
Laboratory analysis also determined that at least
one person, an adult male, had been shot by a
large-caliber weapon behind his left ear. At least
nine of the dead were adult males, and there is no
evidence suggesting that the others were women
or juveniles.

The testimonial and physical evidence strong-
ly suggest that St. Cristophe was used as an exe-
cution and/or dumping ground during General
Cedras’ regime.

Mome a Cabrit

Morne a Cabrit is a mountain chain in the
Tomazeau jurisdiction, Department of the West.
The area was suspected to be a site where the
Haitian military had conducted executions
and/or deposited bodies during the Cedras
regime.

An investigation was conducted by Jose Pablo
Baraybar in early 1995. Mr. Baraybar collected
testimonies from former prisoners, relatives of
victims, the Judge of the Peace from the nearby
village of Tomazeau, and MICIVIH personnel.
Several sources indicated that the southern slope
of the mountain, which faces Trou Caiman, had
been used as an execution and dumping site
between July 1992 and September 1994. Both
men and women were allegedly killed and/or
left dead at the site. Testimonies differed regard-
ing the number of bodies deposited at the site;

“St, Cristophe: A killing field on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, W.1." by J.P. Baraybar, Msc., MICIVIH report,
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some accounts described separate incidents
involving small numbers of victims, while oth-
ers estimated that 100 or more bodies had been
left in the area.

Mr. Baraybar visited the site in early 1995 and
found human remains in a large ravine approx-
imately 200 meters deep. The remains had
apparently been scattered along the ravine by
water and other natural forces. He searched the
nearby ravines to the west, but did not
encounter human remains in other locations.

In September 1995 the forensic team and Mr.
Baraybar descended into the ravines with ropes,
and collected the human remains described
above. Laboratory analysis determined that the
remains of a minimum of nine individual bod-
ies had been deposited at the site. No obvious
signs of trauma were observed. Post-mortem
damage had affected large numbers of the
bones, obscuring possible peri-mortem trauma.
It is unlikely that identification, cause of death,
or time of death can be established. However, it
is clear that human remains were disposed of in
an unusual area and manner, and several testi-
monies suggest that the place was used as an
execution and /ot dumping site. There is so far
no clear link between the finding of the remains
and specific events that could explain their
presence in the ravines. If further investigations
provide more precise information, the possibili-
ty of continued forensic work at this site should
be considered.

Rossignol

Rossignol is a village in the Grande Saline
region of the department of Artibonite.
According to testimonies taken by the Truth
Commission and a report issued by the local
grassroots group Mouvement Paysan de
Rossignol (Rossignol Peasants Movement) or
MPR, an incident of military repression, result-
ing in the death of a resident teen-ager, occurred
in the village in late 1991.

According to the MPR report, attaches and
soldiers from the Grande Saline barracks began
harassing, arbitrarily detaining and maltreating

40

residents of Rossignol shortly after the coup d'e-
tat of September 30th, 1991. Many MPR mem-
bers went into hiding. On the night of December
12th, a soldier attempted to detain a local resi-
dent, and a scuffle ensued, during which the sol-
dierfs gun was fired. The soldier eventually fled
the scene. The following day a jeep of uniformed
soldiers entered the village. They allegedly
burned approximately 37 houses; beat and
arrested local residents; and fired their guns,
injuring several peasants and killing one teen-
aged boy, Kesner Dangerville.

According to testimonies, Dangerville’s body
was left lying on the road for many hours after
his death, and was scavenged by pigs. He was
buried in the local cemetery by his mother after
the Judge of the Peace arrived. Witnesses said he
had been killed by three bullet wounds; one to
his left eye, one to his skull, and a third to his
stomach.

The forensic team visited Rossignol on
September 21st, 1995 and conducted an exhuma-
tion of Dangerville’s corpse in the presence of
Truth Commission members, the local Judge of
the Peace, and Dangerville’s family. As the iden-
tity of the remains were not in dispute, the goal
in this case was to examine the remains for pos-
sible cause of death. The team recovered a casket
containing the remains of a single individual
from the site. The remains exhibited disturbances
of the thoracic bones, which may be due to intru-
sion by pigs, but virtually the entire skeleton,
including all fragments of the multifractured cra-
nium, were recovered, together with a complete
set of clothing.

Laboratory analysis determined that the age
(15-18 years), stature (161-163 cm.), sex (male)
and ancestry (black} of the remains corresponded
to those of Kesner Dangerville. The skull, which
was shattered, had an entrance wound through
the left eye (lower edge of orbit) and an exit
wound through the back of the skull (right pari-
etal/occipital junction). One of the vertebrae
(T5) was also damaged.

The evidence of skeletal trauma corresponds
with testimonies regarding the circumstances of
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Kesner Dangerville’s death. The third wound
described in witnesses’ accounts was probably
caused by the exit of the bullet. The bulletin the
stomach probably continued through to the
backbone and broke the fifth thoracic vertebra.

Raboteau
Raboteau is a poor neighborhood of
Gonaives, a city located approximately 150 km.
northwest of Port-au-Prince in the Department
of Artibonite. One section of the neighborhood,
known as Bas-Raboteau, borders the sea.

On April 22nd, 1994, a series of violent events
occurred in Bas-Raboteau. Two very different
and contradictory accounts of these events have
been given, one by the military, and one by
human rights groups and independent investi-
gators.

The military outlined its version in an official
press statement in April 26, 1994. On April 22,
according to the statement, a terrorist group
attacked “Toussaint L'Ouverture”, Gonaive's
military barracks. The attack was led by Amio
Metayer, a local resident known to be a sup-
porter of President Aristide, and was intended
to incite the local population
to rise up in solidarity with
armed rebels allegedly locat-
ed in Borgne, a region of the
North Department of Haiti
According to the press state-
ment, military personnel
repelled the attack, and were
obliged to respond to it by "%
pursuing  members  of
Metayer’s group when they
attempted to escape by boat. §
Six people were killed dur-
ing the incident. The attack j
and other similar incident
which occurred throughout ¢
the country at the same time |
were part of a well-known
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Bas Carenage. Local residents look on as exhumation proceeds.

plan to destabilize the country, the military press
statement claimed. This plan was allegedly
designed by Aristide supporters in a meeting
held in Washington DC on November 1991.14

The UN/OAS Civilian Mission for Haiti
(MICIVIH) conducted an initial investigation at
Raboteau on April 27th and 28th 1994. During a
second investigation on May 24th and 25th,
MICIVIH researchers interviewed many wit-
nesses of the events. The Mission stated its con-
clusions in a press release:

“MICIVIH was unable to discover testimony
or evidence consistent with the version of facts
provided by the Haitian military. According to
many consistent sources of information, it
appears that, contrary to the military’s state-
ments, members of the Haitian army provoked
the incident. On April 8, 1991, military person-
nel, accompanied by a local FRAPH (Front for
the Advancement and Progress of Haiti) leader,
shot and ransacked the house of Mr. A.
Metayer.!s They also detained his father, Mr.
Ludovic Metayer (65 years old) on the same day,
although they released him hours later. Early in
the morning of April 22 a larger group of soldiers

14, AFP Prass Agency cable, April 17, Aptil 26, and April 27, 1984. The military communique was partilly reproduced in MICVIH press com-

munique oh the Raboteau casa, from end on April 1994,

15, FrRaPH emerged under Cedras’ military rule as a panticularly violent paramilitary organization.
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burst into Raboteau.” As in previous such inci-
dents, people attempted to take refuge by flee-
ing to the sea in their boats. (The local residents
were so accustomed to doing this during mili-
tary raids that some of them referred to the sea
as their ‘embassy’). “The military attacked and
pillaged [several] dozen houses, beat the inhab-
itants, and then summarily executed many peo-
ple whom they had chased from their houses on
the littoral or in their boats. Among the victims
were a number of people who had been passing
by the area...”16

MICIVIH observers were not able to establish
the precise number of victims killed in this inci-
dent, because several corpses were washed out
to the sea, and others were buried hurriedly
without the appropriate legal documentation
(the constat du juge de paix). MICIVIH estab-
lished that as many as twelve persons may have
been killed by soldiers wearing the uniforms of
the Tactical Unit. A witness showed MICIVIH
observers small piles of earth where six or eight
people had probably been buried. According to
different and consistent testimonies, the bodies
which floated out the sea eventually washed up
on the coast. Members of the Haitian Armed
Forces did not allow the families of the victims
to collect and bury them.

Several people were wounded during the
military operation, the MICIVIH press commu-
niqué stated. A massive exodus followed the
events, leaving Bas-Raboteau almost empty.
MICIVIH condemned the killing of innocent
civilians and requested a more extensive inves-
tigation to establish who was responsible.

Many of the victims were residents of Bas
Raboteau, many of whom worked in fishing or
salt production.

The Judge of the Peace of the North Sector of
Gonaives, Mr. Derismond, conducted an inde-
pendent investigation between the 22nd and the
28th of April, 1994, at the request of the General
Prosecutor (Commisaire du Gouvernement pres
de Tribunal Civil) of Gonaives.

According to the testimonies collected by the
Judge, the events of April 22 were not an isolated
incident. The population of Bas-Raboteau had
been harassed by the Haitian Army, by FRAPH
(Front for the Advancement and Progress of
Haiti) and by attaché members since 1991, when
the military coup forced President Aristide to
leave the country. Individuals who were involved
in activities supportive of Aristide and his return
were particular targets of such harassment. In his
investigation of the events of April 22nd, the
judge verified that at least 50 houses had been
damaged and left in disarray, and that many of
them had been abandoned by their inhabitants.
Several witnesses stated that the soldiers took
money and other goods, such as televisions and
radios, from their houses. The military were
reportedly looking for Metayer and for arms
belonging to an armed group supposedly led by
him. No military personnel, attaches or FRAPH
members were killed or injured.

Independent journalists and other groups such
as the Catholic organization Justice and Peace
have also conducted investigations concerning
this incident. Their findings are similar to those
described in the MICIVIH report. The case also
received attention from the international press.

The Raboteau case is currently on trial as this
report is being written. Several people are
accused of aiding and/or participating in the
massacre: Cenafilis Castera, former Commandant
of the Gonaives Commissariat, Jean Pierre
Tatoune, and Sgto. Cherefant among others.
Members of the forensic team will probably testi-
fy on it in the coming months, explaining the evi-
dence collected on its investigation of the case.

On September 13th, 1995, the team undertook
exhumations at three sites in an area of Raboteau
known as Bas-Carenage, which lies at the edge of
the ocean. Truth Commission and MICIVIH
members, in particular forensic expert Jose Pablo
Baraybar, took part in these investigations. The
local Justice of the Peace was also present, and
wrote a record of the proceedings.

16. MICIVIH press release
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At the first site, the complete skeleton of an
adult human male was uncovered. At the sec-
ond site, the remains of two adult human males
were found. Both were found with ropes
around their cervical areas.

The remains of all three individuals were ana-
lyzed in the laboratory. The cause of death of
the individual excavated at the first site was not
easy to determine; he had a broken sacrum,
which was difficult to interpret, and several bro-
ken ribs.

The first individual exhumed at the second
site had been shot in the back at time of death.
The entrance wound went through the left but-
tock into the body cavity. This wound could
have been the cause of death.

The second individual exhumed at the sec-
ond site had sustained a blunt force injury to the
right cheek, a common injury from facial trau-
mas, or “beating”. No clear cause of death was
found on the skeletal remains, however.

The three individuals have not been identi-
fied. Identification would be possible, however,
if sufficient antemortem information could be
obtained.Violent death is suspected because of
the large caliber gunshot wound in the pelvis of
the second individual, and the broken cheek
bone of the third.

The archeological findings are consistent with
witnesses’ testimonies. According to these
accounts, in the days following the incident
attaches and soldiers used ropes to recover sev-
eral bodies from the sea at Bas-Carenage. They
buried these bodies at the edge of the sea in
shallow graves. The finding of three individu-
als, buried in shallow graves at the edge of the
sea, and two of the three with ropes around
their necks, is consistent with these testimonies.

The fact that one of the recovered individuals
had a gunshot wound entering through his back
is also consistent with witnesses’ testimonies,
which stated that that during the events under

investigation several people were shot in the
back while running towards the sea.

Events in Gonaives City, October 2nd, 1991

On October 2nd, 1991, residents of Gonaives
demonstrated in the city in support of former
President Aristide and against the military coup
which had taken place three days before.
According to witnesses, over the course of the
day seven civilians were fired upon and killed in
separate incidents by members of the Haitian
Army. According to the Gonaives division of the
Catholic organization Justice and Peace, at least
other seven people were wounded by gunfire,
and others were severely beaten.??

According to the different sources of informa-
tion consulted, the names of the seven people
were: Frantz Moise, Fred Cheriska, Line Joseph,
Jean Pierre Dazeme, Elysien Dazeme, Navoir
Odena and Yfalien Alcius.

Reportedly, Frantz Moise (approx. 26 years
old), and Fred Cheriska (approx. 19 years old),
were both shot when the Haitian armed forces
opened fire on the demonstration. Mr. Cheriska
died on arrival at the hospital. Elysien Dazeme
and his cousin, Jean-Pierre Dazeme, were on
their way to the hospital on a motorcycle to
inquire about Cheriska’s condition when sol-
diers reportedly opened fire and shot them dead
from behind. Line Joseph (approx. 39 years old)
was killed early that morning, when soldiers
allegedly fired indiscriminately at people in the
Detour Laborde district of Gonaives. Navoir
Odena (approx. 35 years old) was shot dead in
the streets by soldiers in the Trou-Sable district
of Gonaives. Yfalien Alcius (approx. 14 years
old) was shot dead in the street by soldiers that
morning close to his house.

The bodies were returned to the families, but
no autopsies were conducted. Moreover, death
certificates of three of the victims gave no cause
of death, stating only that the victims had “died

17. Sources of information for this case: direct interviews with witnesses and relatives of the victims; judiciary reports; death certificates from
the local hospital La Providence at Gonaives; “La Repression au Quotidien en Haiti: 1991-1994" by Gilles Danroc and Daniel Roussieres.
Commission Justice 81 Paix du Diocese des Gonaives, Ed. Karthala et HDSI, 1995, Amnesty International “Haiti: The Human Rights

Tragedy: Human Rights Violations sincethe Coup,” January 1892.

ANTHROPOLOGY TEAM

43



BIANNUAL REPORT

trauma observed on the skele-
tal remains.

The skeletal descriptions
(age, sex, race and stature) of
all five individuals were con-
sistent with the expected iden-
tifications. The testimony and
photos regarding the wounds
sustained at the time of death
is supported by the evidence
of skeletal trauma in four of
the five individuals.

Franz Moise has three bro-
ken upper ribs (#2 right and
#3 and 4 left). He was shot
high under the left arm. The
trajectory of the bullet could
have passed through left #3
rib and then through right #2

Line Joseph, one of the victims of the events in Gonaives, October 2, 1991, rib

after or as a result of the events” (mort a la suite
des evennements).18

With the authorization of the families, the
forensic team conducted exhumations of five
the seven victims of the events of October 2nd,
1991. The exhumations, which took place in the
Gonaives Cemetery, were intended to recover
the bodies of these five individuals — Frantz
Moise, Elisyen Dazemé, Jean-Pierre Dazemé,
Liné Joseph, and Fred Chériska —and enable
the team to analyze the remains and search for
evidence of the causes of their deaths.

The skeletons of five males were exhumed.
Four of the five were buried in separate, indi-
vidual graves. The fifth was recovered from a
concrete collective tomb designed to hold two
persons.

Witnesses of the events took pictures of the
bodies of these five men at the time of death.
The photos were given to us by the Office of
Justice and Peace, Gonaives Section. Injuries
observed in the photos were compared with the

Jean-Pierre Dazemé has a
broken back from thoracic vertebrae #1 to #3
and broken right ribs #3, 8, and 9. He was shot
while driving a motorcycle. The bone injuries
are consistent with the testimony and photos of
wounds at the time of death. Liné Joseph has a
broken neck (cervical #5, left arch). He was
shot in the neck at a demonstration. The bone
injuries are consistent with the testimony and
photos of wounds at the time of death.

Elysien Dazemé has very little skeletal injury
- a broken left rib (#9). He was shot while rid-
ing a motorcycle with Jean-Pierre Dazemé. The
bone injuries are not inconsistent with the testi-
mony and photos of the wounds at time of
death. Notably, both men on the motorcycle
have broken lower ribs. This may be a result of
the fall from the motorcycle rather than the bul-
let wounds. They probably both fell in the
same direction when the motorcycle went
down, after the bullets struck them.

18. Death Certificates from La Providence Gonaive local hospital.
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Statistical Report

based on Morgue Records

The existence of important records at the
University Hospital at Port-au-Prince came to
light while the forensic team was at the end of
their mission in Haiti. Consequently, it was
decided then to extend the mission by another
two weeks. The result of this investigation was a
comparative study titled “Violation of the right to
life in Haiti, 1985-1995.” This study attempted to
evaluate the impact of the authoritarian regime
that interrupted democracy in Haiti in 1991 in
terms of human rights violations. Specifically the
study was intended to measure whether killings
by state authorities increased significantly during
the regime of General Cedras, as compared to
other periods in the recent past. Second, it was
intended to test whether the brief democratic
episodes in the recent history of the country
brought about a decline in these extreme viola-
tions.

Port-au-Prince is by far the area where report-
edly most of the human rights violations, partic-
ularly the violations to the right to life, took place
during Cedras’ military regime. According to the
Plate-Forme, a local human rights umbrella orga-

nization, more than 70% of the abuses have taken
place in the region of Port-au-Prince. The
University Hospital is the only hospital in the
entire region of Port-au-Prince that has a public
morgue. There are also private morgues.
Although this was not always the case, in princi-
ple, the all the bodies of individuals who die in
violent or suspicious ways whould be transport-
ed to the public morgue, and registered in its
records. The hospital is apparently also the only
place in the country where autopsies were done.

During the period under study - 1985-1995 -
firearms were largely confined in Haiti to the
Armed Forces and security and paramilitary
forces. No armed opposition has existed during
those years. It is then legitimate to assumne that a
large percentage o the individuals who died by
gunshot wound are probably victims of the polit-
ical repression. For all these, reasons, the informa-
tion at the University Hospital morgue could pro-
vide one of the best records to evaluate violations
against the right to life.

This research was conducted under the
assumption that at least a certain percentage of
the victims of political repression passed throught
the morgue of the University Hospital, before
being returned to

Monthly Average Number of Deaths by Regime

their relatives or dis-
posed of in some
body-dumping site
on the outskirts of
Port-au-Prince, such
as Source Puantes, at
the Titayen region.
Most probably,
many other bodies
of political victims
were not taken to
the morgue but were

0 . - . .
myCoc  Nemghyl Mriga  Narghyl At Adl

This graph shows the average number of persons kilied per month under each of thesa regimes, leaving
aside the transitional months. This must be interpreted bearing in mind that some are averages of many .
months, and therefore siable and reliabie, while others are an average of as few as two months, The tran- ng
sitional months, which do not appear in the graph, have a monthly average of 26 persons killeg-higher than
that any of the regimas.This confirms that these periods tend to produce a surge in violence and repres-

sion, and, consequently, peaks in the series.

EfaTrulit  Aietdel

Cudes Aatand disposed of in differ-
ent dumping sites,
thus virtually escap-
any accurate
record or registra-

tion.
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The study was carried out under far from
ideal conditions, due to the limitations of his-
torical records and to time constraints, but we
were able to find continuous information on
dead bodies in the morgue records of the
University Hospital in Port-au-Prince. These
records reached far into the past and allowed
us to construct a lengthy series covering the
last ten years. Even though the records did not
separate victims killed by the military or police
forces, and did not provide exhaustive and
mutually exclusive categorizations of the caus-
es and manner of death, we built a composite
index of persons classified in the records as
dead from gunshot wounds plus those
described as assassinated. This figure, even
though it may include some cases of common
violence or a few suicides, seemed to present
the best available index of persons killed by the
state authorities.

The statistical analysis revealed that during
the regime of General Cedras the number of
political killings rose in comparison with pre-
ceding years. This difference was statistically
highly significant, and implied that the aver-
age number of victims more than doubled dur-
ing under the Cedras government (up to 24
victims per month as compared to 10 per
month in previous years). Further, this author-
itarian regime showed the highest number of
killings of all previous regimes in the last 10
years, which included a number of other non-
democratic, post-Duvalierist governments.

Second, the analysis revealed that both brief
democratic periods under President Aristide
were accompanied by a dramatic decline in the
number of killings, compared to the immedi-
ately preceding periods. Indeed, the brief peri-
od from March to August 1991 reversed an
apparent slow but long-standing increase in
killings that began in the days of Jean Claude
Duvalier. Likewise, Aristide’s resumption of
government in 1994 ended the period of abun-
dant killings that characterized the Cedras
regime. Nevertheless, even though the differ-
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ence between democratic and authoritarian gov-
ernments is statistically significant, the very
brevity of the democratic periods in Haiti pre-
cludes a sounder statistical analysis and a higher
statistical significance.

In short, the possibility of the differences we
have detected being due to chance are negligible.
Hence, despite the limitations of our registers,
our data provide unequivocal support for the
notion that the Cedras regime was particularly
notorious for its violations of human rights.

Moreover, there are powerful reasons to
believe that the figures gathered and the effect
detected are but a part of the volume of the vio-
lations that really happened. These include: the
possibility that some bodies were not registered
in the first nights following the coup, due to the
overload of cases; reports that bodies were
dumped after being executed without going
through the morgue; and constats that strengthen
the suspicion that in some of the cases in which
the registers do not state the cause of death the
victims died from gunshot wounds. In other
words, the results are, if anything, biased down-
ward, and the magnitude of political repression
is suspected to be even greater than already
unveiled. Further research on these and other
data would be desirable to confirm these results
and to shed additional light on the patterns of
violence.

Recommendations based on
the Statistical Report
1. To use the data from the morgue records
of the University Hospital of Haiti in Port-au-
Prince for humanitarian, legal and historical pur-
poses, in order to:
a. Attempt to locate in the list of names of
deceased persons brought to the morgue the
names of disappeared persons or extrajudi-
cially executed individuals whose bodies
have not been returned to their families.

b. Relate specific entries in the morgue
records with specific incidents of repression,
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thereby making available infor-
mation about the number, identity
and destiny of the victims of these
events. In other words, compare
the chronology of political events
with the entries in the morgue
records. Even though there is vir-
tually no possibility of recovering
the remains of the unclaimed bod-
ies that passed through the
morgue, further information
about their whereabouts could
provide some solace to the rela-
tives of the victims.

c. Rescue the important evi-
dence of Haiti’s recent history that
is embedded in these records.
They could be used in legal
processes, and should be protect-
ed as historical documents. We
suggest photocopying all the
morgue records from the last
years in order to preserve them.

2. To continue this investiga-
tion. More time and planning would
certainly provide complementary
information and improve this inves-
tigation. More information is proba-
bly available in other sources of
information outside and inside the
hospital.

Haiti digs up its bloody past
to bnn[% killers to justice

wmmgton

GONAIFVES, Haiti — Slowly,
the masonry tombs have crum--
bled under the blows of ham-
mers, exposing thé skeletons that

Haitians are counting on to help -

them deal with their violent past
and begin a process of meting out
justice for thousands of people
killed by the army and its allies.
Haiti's
of Truth and Justice hopes to use

the-skeletons being dug up by

forensic anthropologists in the
past' two weeks to help convict
murder suspects.

‘Doring the recent military die-

tatorship, human-rights groups
documented about 3,000 politi-
cal deaths, along with politically

motivated rapes, beatings and.

disappearances.

THe truth commission, formed
in March by President Jean-Ber-
trand Aristide and financed in
part by Canada, will probe kill-
ings during the 1991-94 period
— the first investigations into

state-sponsored terror in Haitian
hictAry

HIANI HERALD

National Commission

*] am here to watch, because |
believe in this work, w said Ner-
~lande Rinchere, 30, standing in

- the blazing noonday sun as the

group prepared to dig up the
remains of her husband, Line
Joseph, Kkilled by the army.
“When he was alive, our children
ate and were able to go to school.
They killed him, and now we

" have nothing.”

The exhumations in. the
Gonaives cemetery were carried
out by forensic anthropologists
from the American Association

' ﬁq@aﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ%}ﬂﬁﬁﬂz
headquartered 1n Washington.

The same group has carried out
exhumations for human-rights
investigations around the globe.

Daniel Salcedo of the AAAS
said the purpose was to help
establish the cause and manner
of death, gather physical evi-
dence and document the killings
“in a way that is a whole lot
stronger in a court case” if sus-
pected slayers are brought to
trial.

AAAS to send forensic experts to Haiti

30006

Washington, Forensic anthropologists and
other volunteers from Argentina, Guate-
mala and the United States will visit the
troubled island of Haiti in September to
exhume bodies in search of evidence of
buman rights violations.

The specialist team is being sent by the
science and buman rights programme of
the American Association_for the Advance-
ment of Scnence {AAAS) at the invitation of
a commission established by President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide to investipate
human rights abuses on the island between
1991 and 1994.

The team will be led by Clyde Snow. a
leading US foremsic scientist who is at
present working on the investigation into

the Oklahoma bombing. It will spend four
weeks on the isiand recovering bodies from
two mass graves. at Fort Dimanche prison
and near the capital. Port au Prince, and
assessing their cause of death.

Other team members will help the
commission — which is due to report by
the end of the year — to establish a
computer database to help it track
connections between up to 20,000 human
rights allegations which it expects to
receive from the Haitian public.

Dan Salcedo, who is managing the
programme at the AAAS, says that experts
involved in two earlier programmes in
Argentina and Guatemala will join the
Haiti mission. C. M.
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Forensic Scientists Helping Haiti Heal

ON A BEACH under the blistering Hai-
tan sun. an international team of foren-
sic nnthrenpologists began to scrape away
the sand and debris they hoped was hid-
ing the remains of one of the dozen or so
penple who were Kkilled there by the
country's armed forces in April 1994,

They were led to this spot by a resi-
ent of Roboteau, a seaside shantytown
in Gonaives, a 4-hour drive north of the
Haitian capital. Port-au-Prince.

The man cieseribed how the police
made members of the community swim
out inte the bay and tie ropes around
three corpses that were not washed out
to sea, tow them to the beach, and bury
them in two shallow graves.

The investigators, Mercedes (Mimi)
Doretti, and Luis Fonderbrider. PhD,
two of the founding members of the Ar-
gentine Forensic Anthropology Team,
and Federico Reyes and Mariana Valdi-
zon. of the Guatemalan Forensic An-
thropoiogy Team, are veterans of sim-
tlar exhumarions and human rights
investigations in their own and other
countries scarred by state-sanctioned
murder (JAMA 1992:268:579-583 and
JAMA, 1993;260:1911-1913).

The forensic experts were brought to
Haiti by the Science and Human Rights

Program of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science: AAAS
Washington, DC, Their intent was to
assist the Haitian Truth and Justice
Commission investigate some of the
atrocities that allegedly occurred dur-
ing the 3 vears of brutality and terror
following the military coup that ousted
Haiti's first freely elected president,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

More Difficult Mission

For many reasons, the team’s mission
in Haiti was proving to be more difficult
than earlier assignments. For one. their
efforts to find the remains of vietims
had been frustrated by the inaccurate
memories of witnesses, says Daniel E.
Salcedo, PhD. senior program associate
for the AAAS Science and Human
Rights Program. “And worse,” he says,
“are those damn pigs.”

The army and its paramilitary allies
dumped the bodies of many of their vic-
tims aiong streets and roads for Haiti's
ubiquitous pigs to dispose of. Unilike
death squads in Argentina, Guatemala.
and other piaces notorious for “disap-
pearing” persons. the Haitian killers
preferred to display their work so that
others also thinking of objecting to the

tlictatorship would get the message,

This day appeared to offer the team ot

investigators no relief from trustration.
Severul administrative snafus deluye
an early start by a couple of hours. The
first site, where the anthropologists were
certain two skeletons lay buried. wus
under water. They would have to wiut
for low tide and then fight seeping brine
to conduct the exhumation. The other
suspected grave was above the water-
line, a few hundred vards south along
the beach. However, they could not be
sure that the witness's memory was cor-
rect, An hour of unproductive digging
made them even less sure.

After another consultation with the
witness, the scientists extended the shal-
low hole in the direction of the water.
Finally. 2 human pelvis appeared. Care-
fully, the team dug out each bone, cleaned
it, and made a record of its appearance.

As if they hadn’t had enough discom-
fort from the heat and digging in the
sand contaminated with pig and human
‘wastes, it began to rain. Thunder and

.lightning in the distanee threatened the
team further as they packaged the last
of the bones for removal to the labora-
tory set up for them at the General Hos-
pital in Port-au-Prince.

i3 one of Haili's ubxuIOUS PIGs patrols the beach. left. a wilness 10 the ciandestne burial of three of the people kilied n an army-léd massacre léads an mtar
1auona: team of forensic anthropolog:sts. United Nations otficiais, and members of the Haman Truth ang Justice Comrussion 1o one of the graves on a peacn in
Sonawves. ngnt. Efforts 1o scienufically document poktcal atrocities in the country have been frustrated by the miltary s pracuce of leaving Ing oigs 19 msoose o
IChms. As S00N as tne skelelon is uncovered, forensic anthropologist Mimi Doreth Degins Making photographic and video records af Ine commor surtal site

JAMA October ©8 1985y 272 Mo '3

Meciza News 4 Zarsces: .2z 1181
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Residents of the seaside vilage. including several
young children. keep watch as the torensic anthro-
pologrsts carelully remove bones and othar evi-
dence 1of thair human nghts Invesugation.

Quickly, they moved their gear up the
beach 1o the other grave site. It was late
afternoon and the tide had receded. The
bones of an arm could be seen sticking
out of the foul-smelling muek.

This exhumation proved harder go-
ing. Frequently, the forensic anthropolo-

gists were forced to put down their hand -

tools and bail out water that seeped into
the hole.

Along with the bones of one vietim.
they recavered an olive green T-shirt
bearing the words “Bacardi Rum™ and a
sitver Virgin Mary medal. The other
skeletor had a bullet-fractured pelvis
that showed the vietim had been shot
from behind. Around both skeletons
were ropes that further supported wit-
nesses account of what happened here
when the army made a midnight raid on
this village of Aristide supporters.

Helping Establish Truth

The following week, the team was
Joimed by Karen Burns. PhD, forensic
anthropologist and adjunet professor,
I'niversity of Georgia. Athens. They re-
covered five additional skeletons from a
cemetery in Gonaives. According te the
officiid account, the five people had sui-
fered aceidental deaths: however. there
were no death certificates, savs Salcedo.
A Tormier member of the militury and
another suspect are In custody awaiting
triad for the killings. The evidence trom
the forensic investigatin shouid Lelp
eatablizh the truth, Savede save

I the hospital laborators, the skeis
etai renmine. clothing, and other recoy -

Anvhrw Shalnick

Al 8 midnight ceremony. Haitian Presigent Jean-
Bertrand Arisude unvells @ memorial statue 10 the
women wictims of political vicience

ered evidence are now undergoing
analvsis using x-ravs and other tech-
niques through which the investigators
hope to establish the identity of each
victim and the cause and manner of
death.

The AAAS" Science and Human
Rights Program has been a pioneer in
the application of science to document
cases of human rights violations and has
sponsored forensic archeology and an-
thropology training workshops in the
United States. Argentina. Guatemala,
and other countries. In addition. the pro-
gram has been an innovator in the ap-
plication of information management
technologies for the documentation and
analysis of human rights abuses. accord.
ing to Saicedo.

Realizing that a peaceful and demo-
cratic society cannot be built when groxs
human rights violations go untried and
unpunished. the Aristide government
established a Presidential Commiz=sion
on Truth and Justice to conduct 4 thor-
ough. rapid. credible, und public inves-
tigation of the more Lhan 3000 killings
and other avrocities that allegedly fol
lowed the militury coup. The commis-
aion askied the AAAN ta provide it with
technical expertize 17 the application of
scientific methods ni documenting hu-
man rights abuses.

The commission, wiich was in=talivd
on March 2%, 1643, i= heuded by seven
commissioners, four rom Huitiand thres
frons other nastons. 1= mandate, which
ehds Decenter 190 it e e i ol
for an addinena:  months, While 1@ has

Haiti/Press
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no power 1o prosecute anvone who took
part in political killings, rapes. or other
abuses, the information it gathers may
be used by others to initiate criminal
proceedings.

On September 11, 2 days before the
exhumations on the beach of Roboteau.
President Ariztide unveiled memorials
to commemorute the anniversary of two
of Haiti's more notorious political kill-
ings. The first was in a square near the
burnt-out church of St Jean Bosco. where
Aristide had been a priest. Hundreds of
Haitians puthered 1o see their president
dedicaie 4 tatue 1o the women of Haiti
who have fallen victim to political vio-
lence. ’

On September 11, 1988, while Aris-
tide was ~on-lucting mass in his chureb
a party of Ton-Ton Macoutes—paramili-
tary thugs who curried out killings for
Haiti's two previous dietaters. Papa Doc
Duvalier and Baby Doc Duvalier—burst
inand shot and hucked to death 12 wom-
en and men. setting fire Lo the church as
they left. None of the bullels aimed at
Aristitie found it mark.

The second memorial, two bronze
buste, commemorate George and An-
toine lzmery. two prominent business-
men brothers who had been murdered
for their support of Aristide's presi-
dency. "Assassinated for democracy.”
reads the plague between the two busts.

Change Occurring Rapidly

Things are happening quickly in Haiti.
In Augrust, & member of a paramilitary
group who took part in Antoine Izmery's
killing wus convicted and sentenced to
life imprisonment at hurd labor. On Sep-
tember 27, 17 others, including coup
leader and Chicl of Police Joseph-Michel
Francois, were convicied in absentia of
the murder und also sentenced to life
sentences q4t hiod Lubor,

(i Octoher 15, Haitlans cetebrated
the first anniversary of Avistide's re-
turn foliowing US military intervention
that Toreed the pmta from power,

In Deeember, clection of u new pres-
dent of Huiti is scheduled. On Septem-
her 17, the nation held peacetul loeu] and
parlizmentary elections. That was just
4 days after the forensic anthropologiste
dug up the rennne of the three vietimes
on the beach of Roboteau.

Just when the anthropologists were
removing the lust of the hones, the rain
clouds cleared. revealing two picture-
posteard rambows hanging in the sk
“A good omen,” the peope of Lobotenn
=i, Fora country that has suffered
decades of brutal oppression and terror.
frec clections, the first triads o) those
vesponzihic for the terror. wnd pood
VHTTC TS e S MCTen e SjpggLs.,
by Andress AL Shodnies
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International Experts Help
Probe Haiti’s Bloody Past

GONAIVES, HalTl—Un-
derabliscering sun. a ceam of
foreign scientists began dig-
ging n this town's dusty
cemecery iast week to uncover
the details of a bloody mo-
menc in Haiti's hustory, Led
by forensic anthropoiogist
Karen Burns of the Univer-
sicy of Georgia. the ream 13
aving to determune what
happened on 2 October 1991
mn an ncident known locally
as “the Raboteau massacre.”
It was one of many violent

clashes 1n Hato in 1991 co
1994. And it is one of a growing number of
cases around the world in which researchers
are using rechruques of forensic anthropol-
ogy and biwoiogy to documence mass killings.
Townspeople sav that government sol-
diers shot and killed four men near the
Raborteau military post in thus poor cegion of
northern Haiti. The incident cook place, ac-
cording to a local priest, Daniel Roussiere,
shortly after a procest march agaunse che coup
of 30 September 1991 thac deposed President
jean-Bertrand Anstide and tnsralled a group

of genetals under Raoul Cedras. When
Avristide was returned to office, following the
September 1994 invasion by L.S. ooops, hus
supporters demanded chac che alleged cnimes
of the Cedras period be punished. Bur the
governmenc is moving carefully: It hopes to
establish che faces before offering amnestv or
taking the accused to court. And thac's
where the foregn scientists come .

The Aristide government has creared a
quasi-mdependene “Nanonal Commusion

of Truth and justice™ to probe the evenes of -

Mute withess. Anthropoiogists un-
aarth remains of Jgan-Prarre Dazma,
aliagedly shot by soldiers (n 1991,

1991 to 1994, The Truth Commussion. con-
sistng of four government-named members
and three chosen by 3 Unteed Naniens group,
15 getting advice on forensics from a team
that has documented civilian massacres n
Argentina and other parts of che Amencas.
Some members ot this group—spansored
bv the Science and Human Righes
Program of the Amencan Asso-
ciation tor the Advancement of
Science (AAASY, Suence’s pub-
lisher=—were rrained bv Burns.

These etforrs began when fo-
£ rensic anthropolegist Clvde Snow
led a major AAAZS research and
trainIng Program in Argencina 1o
1986-37 to 1dencitv remains of peo-
ple who “disappeared” when the
countrv was under melitarv ruie.
Some of those trainess nave become
tncernarional nvestigacors in their
own nght, including Mercedes Do-
recti, who s coordinating the tield
work 1In Haiwe. The AAAS spon-
sored similar effores 1n El Salvador in 1992
and inGuartemaia in 1993. The team's previous
investigations—and similar ones under wav
around the world {see box)—have involved
high-tech biology. inciuding DNA analvsis.

The Hairi project s less ambitious cech-
nically, but no iess challenging: it aims w0
employ traditional forensic techrugques in a
councry thar hasn'c used them betore. The
team 15 recovering human remains from
graves up o 4 years old. confirming ident-
ties, and searching for clues such as bulles
wounds or bone dbreaks chat may support eye-
witness accouncs. [n addicton, AAAS advis-
ers in Haiti helped create 2 database of al-
leged atrocinies.

Frangoise Boucard, the sociologist who
presides over the Truth Commussion, said
the goal of exhuming bodies at Gonaives and
conducting forensic scudies “is co bring proot
of the means of repression” thac will be cred-
ibie o neutral observers. Some Haitars
have denied thar there were anv mass mur-
ders, Boucard explained, and she nopes that
when the Truth Commussion wssues tts final
report in December, the sciennfic Jata will
help establish a consensus.

The commussion’s compurer #xpert, Liszz
Quitel, savs the staff has coliected about
4300 accounts of rape, torture. murder, and
other abuses. He adds thar nhuman ngho
groups claim that 3000 o 4000 Hawrans
were killed in the Cedras era. burt these asci-
mates have not been connrmed as ver. Wich
the help of ALALAT consultants, Quicel cre-
ated & computer darabase. and starters are
now enrenng data rom nrerviews, nciug-
ing the names and iacations of former mili-
tarv groups and commanders. Tne goal. savs
AAAS human ngnes stficer Danel Saiceda.
coordinator of AAAS s cechnical assistance.
15 [0 uncover anv “patterts of abuse” that

OB BY £ MARSHALL
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HOLDING EX-RULERS TO

Evidence

Exhumed
In Haitx

Anthropologists Seek
o Fix Killings’ Cause

By Douglas Farah
Waslungtons Post Fervge Sevvire

GONAIVES, Haiti—Slowly. the
masonry tombs crumbled under the
blows of hammers, exposing the
rketetons that Haitians are comnting
on tn help them deal with therr vio-
fent past and begin a process of met-
ing out justice for thousands of peo-
ple killed by the army and its aliies.

Haiti's National Commission of
Truth and Justice hopes to use the
skejetons being dug up by forensic
anthropologists to help convict mur-
der suspects. The digging is also
part of an effort Lo ensure that state-
sponsored violence is not repeated.

Haiti has spent most of its 192
years of independence under dicta-

ANSOCIA T WY

Quatemalsn Federico Reyes Loper heips exhume the bodies of persons killed under military rute In Gonalves.
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Haiti's National Conunissien of
Truth and Justice hopes to use the
sheletons being dug up by forensic
anthropologists to help convict mur-
der suspects. The digging is also
part ol an effurt 10 ensure that state-
sponsured violence is not repeated.

Haill has spent most of its 192
yrars of mdependence under dicta-
turships. The most recent lasted
three years, beginning on Sept. 30,
1991, when the army aud civiian
militias overthrew democratically
elected President Jean-Bertrand Ar-
wstide 1n a bloody coup, and ending
after a U.S.-led force of 20,000
troops occumed the nation a year
ago to restore Aristide to power.

[urmg that time, human rights
groups documented about 3,000 po-
litical deaths, along with politically
mutnated rapes, beatings and disap-
prdrances.

The truth comumussion, formed by
Anstide and financed in part by Can-
ada, will probe killings during that
three-year period,—(he first investi-
gations into state-sponsored terror
in Haitian history.

“| am here ta watch because | be-
lieve in this work,” said Nerlande
Ruw here, 30, standing in the blazng
noonday sun as the group prepared
to dig up the remains of her hus-
band. Lue Joseph, killed by the ar-
my. “When he was alive, our chil-
dren ate and were able o go to
schoul, They killed hini, and now we
have nothing. It hurts, It hurts every
tune [ think of him.”

The exhumations in the Gonaives
cemetery were carried out by forén-
sic anthropologists from the Amen-
¢an Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, headquartered in
Washington. The same group has
carried out exhwnations for human
nights investigations around the
globe.

aniel Salcedo of the AAAS said
the purpose was to help establish the
caust and manner of death, gather
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physical evidence, and document the
killings “in a way that is a whole lot
stronger in a court case” if suspect-
ed slayers are brought to tnal.

Charlisena Dazme, 30, was in the
crowd around the cemetery, watch-
ing as the body of her brother Ely-
stan was extracted from the earth.
His bories were put in plastic bags.
Elysian, 33, was killed with his cous-
in Joseph on Oct. 2, 1991, after par-
ticipating in a protest against the
coup. Their shallow graves are
marked by large, above-ground ce-
ment and cinder-block vaults.

“[ hope this provides proof of who
did it,” Dazme said, after naming the
saldiers she said gunned down Ely-
sian and Joseph as they were riding
on a motorcycle. *The killers said
they died in an acadent. That is a

lie. [ had to risk my life to bury him,
Otherwise, they would have thrown
him in a ditch. If we don't find evi-
dence, they can say we made all this
up and stay free to commit more
crimes.”

That, say those associated with
the commussion, is what the painful
experience of digging up the bodies
is intended to avoid.

“The years of the coup were not
the first time Haiti has witnessed vi-
olence,” said Francoise Boucard, the
sociologist leading the commission,
as she sat on a raised cement tomb
in this city about 100 miles north of
the capital. “But the reason it keeps
happening is that there was no way
for people to see Lhe structure of the
violence. People need to understand
the culture and structure of repres-
sion that was part of the state.”

Other nations that have suffered
traumatic; state-spogsored vio-
lence—E| Salvador, CHile, Argenti-
na, South Africa—have used truth
commissions to try (o help its people
deal with a bloody past. Like most of
them, Boucard said, Haiti's commis-
sion has no power to prosecute al-
leged killers, but the evidence found
could be used by family members to
press for prosecution. Boucard said
it is not yet clear if the commission's
final report will name those respon-
sible or limit itself to outlining pat-
terns of state violence.

“We want to show the stories of
summary execulions were nol in-
vented,” Boucard said. “Supporters
of the coup never stopped saying
people were inventing steries, that
there was no repression, no disap-
pearances, that the army was pure.
That is why the truth commission
was formed: to shed light for people.
It is very important for Haiti and
those outside Haiti to understand
what happened here.”

But there is not much time to es-
tablish symbalic cases, as the man-

date of the commission expires at
the end of the year, It was estab-
lished March 28.

The commission consists of fuur
Haitians and three foreigners. Se-
nior government officials expressed
disappointment in the international
community’s financial response, de-
spite public support for the provess.
Of the total budget of about $2.3
nulion, officials saxd, Canada con-
tributed about $200,000—the only
foreign benefactor.

“Things have gone slowly,” Bou-
card said. “We do not have ideal con-
ditions. There are some problems.
But this is extremely important and
we will do the best we can.”

Before digging al the Gonaives
cemetery, the forensic scientists had
excavated three bodies at the nearby
Roboteau beach, where, in 1993, the
army killed more than a dozen peo-

The Rev. Daniel Roussiere, a
member of the Roman Catholic
Peace and Justice Commission ‘who
at personal risk documented human
rights abuses in the region through
the years of uulitary rule, scarcely
contained his excitement as the fo-
rensic experts did their work. His
reports are the basis of many of the
investigations in the Artibonite re-
gion, of which Gonaives is the capi-
tal.

Roussiere said 200 10 300 people
were killed in the region during the
years of military rule, adding that in
a society as impoverished as Hait,
each loss of the head of a household
contributed to many other deaths.

“When you torture the father, you
kill the child,” Roussiere said. “We
will finally be able to show beyond
any doubt these men died by nuilitary
bullets. The fact the work can be
done without fear of repression is a
marvel. This is a historic moment.”

ANTHROPOLOGY TEAM

53



