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The massacre at Dos Rs, El Petén

In Juty 1994, at the request of a local human rights
organization, FAMDEGUA (Familiares de
Detenidos Desaparecidos de Guatemala), and with
the support of the Legal Office of The
Archbishopric of Guatemala, members of the
EAAF conducted a preliminary investigation in El
Petén. The investigation centered on the village of
Dos Rs, La Libertad, in the Department of El
Petén.

Dos RR was one of the many villages and cooper-
atives founded by poor peasants from other areas
of Guatemala who, in response to a govemment
campaign intended to populate the Petén region,
moved to the area during the 1960s and 1970s.
On December 8, 1982, during the administration of
General Rios Montt, the Guatemalan Army report-
edly entered Dos Rs. According to witnesses,
Army troops accused the population of ¢ollaborat-
ing with the local guerrilia movement, and killed
approximately 500 men, women and children.
Many of the corpses were allegediy thrown into the
village well; while others were left lying in the
nearby woods. The Army then burned Dos Rs to
the ground, and slaughtered the village livestock.
The purpose of EAAF’s 1994 and 1995 missions to
El Petén was to investigate this alleged massacre.

Background

More people have been forcibly disappeared
in Guatemala during the past four decades than
in any other Latin American country. Since
1960, when Guatemala’s internal conflict began,
approximately 45,000 disappearances have
been reported in a country with a current popu-
lation of ten million. The majority of these per-
sons “disappeared” from peasant villages

between 1978 and 1986, during counterinsur-
gency campaigns against guerrillas groups con-
ducted by the military governments of Gen.
Lucas Garcia (1978-1982), Gen. Rios Montt (1982-
1983) and Gen. Mejia Vitores (1983-1986).1

These disappearances were intended to elimi-
nate any support the guerrillas might have found
among the indigenous and ladino peasants, and
to suppress all dissent, organized or otherwise.
For example: “in the so-called Victory 82 cam-
paign, thousands of Guatemalans in the country-
side were murdered, hundred of villages
destroyed, and as many as one million internal
refugees created.”2 Thousands of Guatemalan
emigrated to Mexico or were forcibly relocated
by the army to other parts of the country3

The organizations which are allegedly primar-
ily responsible for the killings and disappear-
ances include the Guatemalan Army, para-mili-
tary groups, and the “civil self-defense patrols”
known as PACs (Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil).
The PACs were initiated in 1982 by Gen. Rios
Montt’s government, which intended to use
them to maintain control over the countryside.
PACs are organized at the village level through-
out Guatemala’s rural areas: they consist of vil-
lagers obliged to serve, without pay or remuner-
ation, under the command of a local military offi-
cer. PAC members are required to patrol their
own neighbors, and at times to participate in kid-
nappings and/or murders. They are typically
armed with machetes, sticks, and old rifles pro-
vided by the Army. The PACs are an important
part of the military’s counterinsurgency and
intelligence strategy. Men who refused to join
them put their lives at risk; they are identified as
“subversives,” and are sometimes disappeared
or murdered.* According to the Guatemalan
Minister of Defense, in 1993 537,000 villagers
served in PACs.5

Guatemala has had elected democratic govern-

1. The guerilla groups startedtighting against the central government at the beginning of the sixties but they reached the peak of their power

and popularity in the late seventies and early sightias.
2. “Civil Patrols in Guatemala,” Americas Watch, 1986., p.1.
3. Amnesty International, August 25, 1981. 4. /bid, p. 18-19.

5. Report from the Independent Expert, Ms. Monica Pinto, about the human rights situation in Guaternala, prepared according to resolution
1993/88 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council, E/CN 4/1994/10.
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ments since 1986. While the human rights situ-
ation has improved during this period, it is still
critical. In her 1993 report, U.N. Independent
Expert Monica Pinto stated that the govern-
ment “must require the army to disarm the PAC
in zones where the Human Rights Ombudsman
and the Judiciary have proved the commission
of abuses.” In its latest report on Guatemala,
Human Rights Watch/America states: “The
Human Rights Ombudsman repeatedly has
called on the army to disarm the abusive civil
patrollers. Alarmingly, for example, General
Miranda Trejo, (Commander of Military Zone
22 at Playa Grande, in the Department of El
Chique), did not consider death threats, illegal
detentions, and other violations of law as seri-
ous abuses meriting disarming the PACs dis-
missed the matter by saying that the civil
patrols would be dealt in the context of the
peace accords...”(Still in 1996), “the patrollers
responsible for a growing list of human rights
violations remained at large and maintained
their status as armed agents of authority
accountable only to the army.”s

In 1990, the Guatemalan government began
United Nations-mediated peace negotiations
with the URNG (Unidad Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalteca), a coalition of guerrilla
groups. On June 23, 1994, in Oslo, these parties
agreed that a special commission of inquiry
would be formed to investigate the human
rights violations which had occured during the
30-year civil war. Since 1994, a United Nations
human rights observer mission (MINUGUA)
was established in the country, distributing
human rights monitors all over Guatemala.
[MINUGUA is formed by approximately 400
people coming from 37 countries, from which
220 are civilian human rights workers, 47 are
policemen, and 17 are military personnel. There
are 120 Guatemalans working for MINUGUA
in administrative and logistical support areas.

On May 6, the government of the current
Persidente Alvaro Arzu Irigoyen and the

URNG signed an accord on socioeconomic and
agrarian issues, clearing away a topic that had
been under discussion for over a year.

Peace was finally signed on December 30, 1996,
ending 36 years of civil war. On December 16,
with the approval of both sides, the Guatemalan
National Assembly approved an amnesty law
that, according to many human rights groups,
would exempt both soldiers and guerillas from
prosecution for killings, kidnappings and acts of
torture committed during the civil war.

Forensic work in Guatemala

Many of the people who have been kidnapped
or disappeared in Guatemala were killed and
buried in clandestine mass graves in the country-
side. On many occasions, local and international
human rights organizations have denounced the
existence of these clandestine graves, and
requested full investigations through a Special
Commission of Inquiry for the investigation of
disappeared people.

In 1991, EAAF began working in Guatemala.
At the request of local human rights organiza-
tions GAM and CONAVIGUA, EAAF participat-
ed on forensic missions in 1991, 1992 and 1993.
On our own and as part of larger forensic delega-
tions, EAAF exhumed remains of disappeared
people in Chontala, Quiche (1991) and San Jose
Pachoa Lemoa, Quiche (1992). Some of these mis-
sions were partially sponsored by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science
(Washington D.C.) and Physicians for Human
Rights (Boston, USA). In each mission, the foren-
sic professionals worked as expert witnesses for
local judges investigating the incidents.

Due to the large number of cases which require
investigation, Guatemalan human rights organi-
zations have repeatedly demanded that a local
forensic team be formed and trained to carry out
exhumations and analysis of human remains. As
these organizations stated in a joint declaration in
1992: “Peace will not come to Guatemala as long
as the remains of our massacred relatives continue

6. Human Rights Watch/Americas, Guatemala, January 1936.
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to be buried in clandestine cemeteries, and we
are unable to give them Christian burials. We do
not want our dead to be abandoned in the
ravines...For this reason we continue to demand
the formation of forensic teams in order to con-
tinue the exhumations.””

In 1992, the Inter-American Institute for
Human Rights (IIDH) and the American
Association for the Advancement of Sciences
(AAAS) sponsored a six-week training seminar
in Guatemala for local anthropologists who
wished to form a non-governmental forensic
anthropology team. A shorter seminar was also
given to judges, lawyers, governmental and
non-governmental organizations on the ways
forensic anthropology can be applied to the
investigation of human rights violations. EAAF
members were invited among the foreign
experts who conducted these seminars. One
EAAF member, sponsored by the AAAS,
returned in 1993 to exchange experiences with
the recently formed local team, the Guatemalan
Forensic Anthropology Team (EGAF). EGAF is
a non governmental organization, currently
composed of 9 members, that conducts forensic
anthropological work in the human rights field
throughout Guatemala and in other countries.

El Peten: Historical Backgroud

El Petén is Guatemala’s northernmost depart-
ment. Bordering on Mexico and Belize, it has
more historic and geographic links with Mexico
than with the rest of Guatemala. Most of its vast
area is covered by dense jungle, and because of
its inaccessibility and harsh living conditions, it
was largely uninhabited for the first half of this
century. Efforts to populate it occurred only
after 1954, when the Guatemalan military, sup-
ported by local elites and the U.5. government,
overthrew President Jacobo Arbenz in a coup.
The coup was motivated by opposition to

Arbenz’s agrarian reform policies,® and the mili-
tary-backed governments which assumed power
after 1954 took a different approach to
Guatemala’s agrarian issues. The governments of
Castillo Armas and his successors attempted to
solve land shortages by opening new land to cul-
tivation: they “distributed unused or useless land
owned by the State in frontier areas, leaving
intact the best lands from the latifundios.”® Much
of this land was distributed by FYDED (Fomento
y Desarrollo de El Petén), a new agency created
by the government in 1958 to oversee the colo-
nization of El Petén. Largely under the control of
the Guatemalan Army, FYDEP offered peasants
across the country cheap land in El Petén which
could be cleared for agriculture and or exploited
for natural resources such as oil and wood. For a
small amount of money, peasants received provi-
sional tenure of the land, holding it either indi-
vidually or as members of cooperative groups.

The current population of El Petén is approxi-
mately 280,600 people, 85 % of whom colonized
the area between the 1960s and the 1980s.19 These
settlers came from all areas of Guatemala, partic-
ularly from the overcrowded lands of the fertile
Pacific coast, where population pressure had
become a serious concern to the government.
Easing these pressures was one of the primary
motives of the new colonization policy.

Guerrilla activity in El Petén started mainly in
the late 1970s; the guerrilla group active in the
area was the FAR (Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias). The Army responded with
counter-insurgency tactics that did not respect
the civilian population. During the early 1980s
the Army directed a policy of terror, assassination
and so-called “scorched earth” operations against
many of the local cooperatives and settlements.
According to witnesses and human rights organi-
zations, the Kaibiles, an Army elite counterinsur-
gency unit, perpetrated most of the massacres in

7 Conclusion at the Second Conference for Peace and Human. Guatemalan Humnan Rights Organization. February 1932, Guatemala City.
8. See “Fruta Amarga” (“Bitter Fruit: The Untold Story of the American coup in Guatemala”), by Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer,

5th ed. Siglo XXI, Maxico 1988,

g, “La Batalla por Guatemala” {“The Battle for Guatemala), by Susanne Jonas, FLACS0, Ed. Nueva Sociedad, 1991, p.70.
10. See United Nations International Instrument of Human Rights, HRI/CORE/1/Add 47/1994.

11. Ibid, Jonas p. 70.
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El Petén. Many peasants were forcibly relocated
to “model villages” in “development regions”
(polos de desarrollo) under the control of the
army;1? others fled to other parts of the country,
or to Mexico, where they settled in refugee
camps.13

Less is known about the massacres which
occurred in El Petén during the 1980s than about
the many others allegedly committed by the
Army throughout other regions of Guatemala.
No complete investigation has yet been con-
ducted in this area, although some information
about several major incidents has been collected
from witnesses’ testimonials. According to the
accounts, massacres have occurred in the follow-
ing villages: Tres Aguas (early 1981); Nueva
Libertad-Sayaxche (March 1981); El Arbolito
(June 17, 1981); Dos Rs (December 6, 1982); La
Tecnica (December 1982); Josefinos (April 29,
1982); Los Batres (bombing occurring March 18,
1982); Macanche-Flores (involving the assassina-
tion of 15 peasants on April 22, 1982); and oth-
ers.14

The massacre at “Dos Rs”

The Reyes and Ruano families were among
the poor peasants who moved from the Pacific
Coast to El Petén in search of land. In 1978, they
founded Dos Rs (meaning the “Two Rs”), so
called because of the founders’ last names. The
village had a population of approximately 40
journeymen and 60 families with an average of
six children each. Most of settlers came from the
settlement of La Maquina in Suchitepequez, on
the Pacific Coast. They cleared the land and cul-
tivated chile, banana, pineapple, corn, beans
and other plants; built a school and two church-
es; and dug a well.

According to survivors, in early 1982 groups
of FAR guerrillas passed through Dos Rs. As
they did in many other hamlets, they met with
the local villagers, bought food and left. Shortly

afterwards, the Army set a detachment to Las
Cruces, a larger village located a few kilometers
away from Dos RR. Lieutenant Carias, the com-
mander in charge of the Las Cruces military post,
attempted to organize the people of Dos Rs into
civil patrols, as he had already done with 800
men from Las Cruces. The villagers of Dos Rs
refused to participate, simply because, according
to their accounts, they would not be remunerat-
ed for their work.

On December 5, two military trucks entered
Dos Rs and the army blocked the roads leading
into the village. According to witnesses on
December 8, Army troops accused the popula-
tion of collaborating with the local guerrilla
movement, and killed approximately 500 men,
women and children. Many of the corpses were
allegedly thrown into the village well; while oth-
ers were left lying in the nearby woods. The
Army then burned Dos Rs to the ground, and
slaughtered the village livestock. According to
witnesses, the troops responsible for the mas-
sacre were members of the Kaibiles units from
Poptum and Las Cruces.

“People were saying that something strange
was happening at Dos RRs"”, recalls Antonino
Solis, who lived at Las Cruces but had relatives at
Dos Rs. “Finally we went to see Lieutenant
Carias, who was in charge of Las Cruces military
detachment. He repeated what he had already
said before: ‘everybody is fine at Dos Rs...We are
just doing a cleaning’.”

The only direct witness of the massacre saw
the soldiers lock the women in the church. The
soldiers then took the men out of the school
where they had been kept into the forest in
groups, beating them as they walked. When the
men were no longer at sight, he hear the sound of
machine guns. A soldier who participated in the
massacre told another person interviewed by
EAAF that the children were beaten on the neck
with clubs and were then thrown into a dry well.

12. There were two Developmant Poles in El Peten: Laguna Perdida and Yanahi. From “Guatemala—Polos de Desarollo,” v. 2, ceibec, 1990, Mexico.
13. The refuges camps in Maxico were in Campeche and Quintana Roo.
14. Information obtained from Amnesty International reports (1981 and 1982). Comite Pro-Justicla y Paz de Guatemala {1983 report) and

other local human rights organizations.

74

ARGENTINE FORENSIC



Guatemala

“There were rumors that Don Juan Arevalo’s
well was covered with earth. If this is true, we
thought: It is because they dumped the bodies
there,” Antonino Solis continues. “So to verify
our doubts we went to see...When we arrived at
the site, the well looked as if it had just been
covered...We looked inside and saw three hats
lying on the dirt. We could not recognize who
they belonged to. Then an immense doubt and
a great desolation entered our souls.”

Twelve years later, in July 1994, three anthro-
pologists from EAAF — Patricia Bernardi, Dario
Olmo and Silvana Turner— conducted a 20-day
preliminary mission in El Petén. The mission
was conducted at the request of FAMDEGUA, a
local human rights organization, and was pro-
vided with support from the Legal Office of The
Archbishopric of Guatemala. The state prose-
cutor Ramirez Ramos, and the judge in charge
of the investigation, Ramirez Hernandez, were
present at the site during the first days of the
excavation. Peace brigade members were also
present to escort members of FAMDEGUA.

First Mission of EAAF in El Petén

On the basis of evidence collected in witness-
es’ testimonies, EAAF members surveyed three
areas within “Dos Rs” and conducted a prelim-
inary excavation at one of them—“Pozo
Arevalo” (Arevalo’s well), a dry well which was
designated as “Site 1”.

In this preliminary mission, the goal was to
conduct an initial inspection of the well. Due to
time constraints and our limited logistical sup-
port, we built a very simple structure over the
well, which consisted of poles with forked ends,
and a crossbeam set between the poles, from
which we hung a pulley. People, tools, and find-
ings were raised from and lowered into the well
by means of the pulley and ropes.

EAAF members descended six meters down
the well and found the first articulated human
skeletons. Ten individuals’ skeletons were
recovered at depths between six and eight
meters, and it was evident that many more

remained inside. The skeletons were all male,
and belonged to persons who at the time of
death had ranged in age from children to adults.
Gunshot wounds to the head were found in at
least two of the cases.

The individuals were fully clothed. Personal
belonging were found inside their pockets.
Three of the items provided information about
the time at which the events occurred:
Guatemalan coins dated 1977 and 1978; a 1982
calendar, and two identity cards. The date was
legible only in one of them; the document was
issued in 1977. This information indicates that
the victims could not have been killed and
buried earlier than 1982.

One of the skeletons was positively identified
as that of Albino Israel Gonzalez Romero, a 22
year-old unmarried farmer. At the request of his
family, his remains were reburied in 1995, during
a collective ceremony and reburial of the mas-
sacre victims.

the well on the 1934 mission.
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Sites 2 and 3:

Large numbers of non-articulated human
bones and clothing were observed widely scat-
tered around two overgrown areas, designated
as Site 2 and Site 3. A bullet fragment and two
spent cartridges cases of the type used in Israeli
Galil rifles were found at site 2..

Conclusion of the first mission to Dos Rs

So far the findings were consistent with the
information provided by the witnesses. It was
evident, however, that a longer and larger mis-
sion was necessary to perform a complete inves-
tigation of the case. In order to reach the remains
lying deeper inside the well, a better infrastruc-
ture was needed. Moreover, by the end of the
first mission, the rainy season was about to
start. Accordingly, a second mission was
planned for 1995. This mission was the first
time forensic anthropology had been used to
investigate a massacre in El Petén.

Second Mission to Dos Rs, El Petén:

The second stage of work in the village of the
Dos Rs was carried out from May through July,
1995 under the direction of EAAF team mem-
bers Bernardi, Olmo, and Turner, who had
worked on the same project the year before.
During this second mission Austrian archaeolo-
gist Ute Hofmeister and artist Claudia Bernardi
worked as volunteers with the team on the exca-
vation. The project was commissioned by
FAMDEGUA, and members of FAMDEGUA
were present throughout the work. Members of
the United Nations Human Rights Observers for
Guatemala (MINUGUA) were often present at
the excavation and provided crucial logistical
support to the work.

Work was financed by CEBEMO (Catholic
Organization for Development Corporation -
The Netherlands) and the Harry Frank
Guggenheim Foundation (New York). The
objective of this phase was to complete the
forensic investigation of the Dos Rs. Excav-
ations had been suspended the previous year
due to logistical problems and bad weather.

Preliminary Historical Investigation

Along with excavations and laboratory analy-
sis, EAAF conducte interviews with witnesses,
relatives, and survivors in order to collect as
much information as possible concerning the
case. These interviews were carried out with the
help of members of the local office of Catholic
Church Action. EAAF and Catholic Action also
gathered information on other massacres which
occurred in the same region (El Petén) in the
1980s. These data might serve as the basis for
future exhumations in other Petén sites.

As a result of this research, EAAF compiled a
list of the names and physical characteristics of
victims. The list was then compared with data
from the skeletal remains. At this time 222 victims
are listed by first and last name (some children
are listed by last name only). However, the total
number of victims remains unknown, due to the
fact that a great many victims were young chil-
dren for whom no family has survived. EAAF
was unable to record the names of these victims.

Approximately half of the 222 listed victims
were children less than twelve years of age (105
victims; 47.3 percent).The age group least repre-
sented among the victims consisted of adults
over the age of fifty (5.95 percent). The youngest
victim was only a few days old and the oldest
was 85 years old. Table I (below) shows the total

Age
Cohort

Male Fem. Und Total
0-12 48 45 12 105
1325 22 25 00 47
26-37 18 18 00 36
38-50 17 (4 00 21
50* 10 03 00 13

Totals: 115 95 12 222

Table I: Victims at Dos Rs, according to the Preliminary
Historical Investigation, by sex and age.
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number of victims registered by EAAF,
by age cohort and sex. The category
“undetermined sex” (“und.”) refers to
children, mostly very young, whose full
names, sex, and family of origin were
not known by witnesses.

Archaeological Work Site
One:

The Well

Site One was an unfinished dry well,
circular and with a diameter of 2.15
meters at the mouth, which was level
with the surface. The depth of the well
was not known at the beginning of the
exhumation; witnesses’ estimates
ranged from ten meters to 26 meters. In
1994, after one month of work, EAAF
excavators reached a depth of eight
meters and recovered ten complete
skeletons and remains from four incom-
plete skeletons.

The bottom of the well: remains of a child. The wall
parrows from 2.15m the top to 90 cm. at the bottom.

In the second stage of the mission, carried out in the
summer of 1995, a plan for further excavation was
designed with the advice of an engineer. The plan
included the removal of earth from the periphery of the
well, in order to build a platform at a depth of six
meters from the surface. In this way access was gained
to more of the remains. Results of these excavations are
documented below. As excavation moved deeper, the
platform was lowered proportionally in order to gain
further access without damaging the remains (see
photo).

In the first stage of excavation, which entailed mov-
ing a great deal of earth from around the well, EAAF
contracted workers from nearby Las Cruces. On occa-
sion excavators also made use of a bulldozer provided
by the Mayoralty of La Libertad. One problem encoun-
tered during excavation was periodic collapses of the
walls of the well and those surrounding the platform.
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When this occurred, walls were shored up with
wooden timbers supported by crossbeams (see
photo above).

Once the level of the remains had been
reached, excavation followed along natural
strata, in order to preserve the articulation of
skeletal remains. The numerical sequence used
in 1994 was resumed in the designation for the
skeletons discovered in 1995. However, because
of the vertical position of the skeletons and the
fact that they were so entangled together, it was
decided that after ten meters excavation would
proceed along artificial strata 50 centimeters in
thickness.

DATUM PInNT

Excavations continued until July 14, 1995.
During this time at least 156 skeletons were recov-
ered. Clothing and personal effects were also
found, as well as firearm projectiles. These projec-
tiles provide important evidence concerning the
cause of the death. The skeletal remains of six
dogs were also exhumed along with the human
remains. Judging from the distribution of remains
and the depths at which they were discovered, the
women and children were the first to be thrown
into the well. Their remains were found entangled
at the bottom. Male remains were then found
above the women and children.

‘At the end of excavation of Site One, the well
had been excavated to its original depth of 12.20
meters, with a base 90 centimeters in diameter.
Once this work was completed, EAAF closed the
well and leveled the excavated area on the surface.

Surface Sites

According to witnesses, residents of the Two
RRs were taken out of the village in groups and
executed in the woods. In July 1994 it was found
that surface skeletal remains had been observed
by residents of the area in at least two places.
These reports were corroborated by EAAF in pre-
liminary work. EAAF visited the sites, known as
La Aguada and Los Salazares, both of which are
located in the woods near the Dos Rs. In these
places, human skeletal remains, clothing, personal
effects, and ballistic evidence were observed in the
underbrush.

Site Two: La Aguada

On June 1, 1995, EAAF conducted a survey and
collection of skeletal remains and associated evi-
dence which were dispersed over an area of
approximately 1,400 square meters.
Representatives of the Justice of the Peace of
Sayaxche, the Public Ministry, and members of
MINUGUA were present for this stage of the pro-
ject. The work took place in an area known as La
Aguada, located in a former reservoir which is
now thickly covered in vegetation, approximately
six kilometers north of Site One.
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The remains were found disarticulated,
incomplete, and in an severe state of deteriora-
tion. This was due in large part to damage by
fire and other external factors, including vari-
ous predators such as dogs, birds, mountain
lions, and wvultures, as well as rodents and
insects. These animals scattered the bones in
different ways and left tooth marks and other
damage.

The heavy foliage on the woods made it diffi-
cult to establish a consistent system of coordi-
nates for the whole area. Instead the remains
and associated evidence found on the surface
were marked with colored blazes. When a
group of skeletal remains and related evidence
was observed particularly close together, it was
identified as a “concentration.”Eighteen con-
centrations were discovered and marked in this
manner. Once the entire area was covered, all
evidence from the concentrations was collected.

Site Three: Los Salazares

On May 19, 1995, in the presence of the same
local authorities who witnessed the work at La
Aguada, observation and collection of evidence
for the area known as Los Salazares (Site Three)
was carried out. This site is located approxi-
mately 12 kilometers south of Site One. It con-
sists of an area of approximately 400 square
meters, covered in foliage.

As in Site Two, human remains and associat-
ed evidence were observed on the surface with
signs of fire damage. They had been scattered
by the actions of predators and of the weather.
A survey was made of the entire area and 14
concentrations of skeletal remains and clothing
were marked with red blazes. After the inspec-
tion was complete, all the physical evidence in
the area was collected.

In spite of the fact that the condition of the
remains was very poor, some evidence concern-
ing cause of death was recovered. Fragments of
skull were found with fractures consistent with
lesions caused by projectiles from firearms. The
ballistic evidence associated with the remains

also included three empty shells from Galil
rifles. It was not possible to establish whether the
victims were alive when they were taken into the
area. However, the presence of empty shells next
to skeletal remains which sustain lesions caused
by gunshot wounds can be added to the testi-
monies that victims were brought to the woods
to be assassinated. Taken together, these data
strongly suggest extrajudicial executions.

Laboratory Analysis

Analysis of the remains found in Site One
began in July 1994 with the skeletons which were
recovered first, and continued in June and July
1995 once the excavation of the well had been
completed.

Minimum Number, Sex, and Age of Victims

Laboratory analysis increased the minimum
number of individuals recovered in Site One
from 156 to 161. Skeletons corresponded to indi-
viduals of both sexes and all ages. Sixty-seven
(41.35 percent) were of children under twelve
years of age with an average age of 7 years old.
Adults over fifty were the least represented age
cohort (17 individuals; 10.5 percent).

It was not possible to determine the sex of 74
of the skeletons (45.65 percent). Most of these
cases were children (67 individuals), for whom
sexual dimorphism is not yet expressed in the
skeletal system. In the remaining seven cases,
deterioration of the remains was so severe that
sex could not be determined.

Comparison of Preliminary
Historical Investigation and

Forensic Investigation

The following table shows the distribution by
sex and age cohort for the skeletons exhumed
from Site One and analyzed in the laboratory
[lab.], in comparison with the list of victims gen-
erated from preliminary research [prel.].

Note: The nine individuals found in Sites Two
and Three must be added to this table, bringing
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the minimum number of skeletons recovered in archaeo-
logical work from 162 to 171 individuals.

In this table we can see the discrepancy between the
222 persons listed from preliminary research and the
minimum number of individuals (171) recovered
through forensic investigation.

This difference was particularly large in the category
of children under twelve: the victims’ list records 38
more children than were recovered in archaeological
work. This discrepancy can be explained in part by the
poor conditions of the skeletal remains of the infants, as
well as other difficulties of the investigation (which have
been described above). For this reason we can only speak
of a “minimum number” of skeletons. It is possible that
a greater number of individuals are actually represented
among the skeletal remains recovered. In addition, it
may be true that some children were not thrown into the
well but instead were buried elsewhere or left on the sur-
face in some other part of the village.

Another significant difference between the list of vic-
tims and the exhumed remains can be found in the age
cohorts of women between the ages of thirteen and 37 -
years old: that is to say, girls and young adult women. In -4
these age groups the victims’ list records 29 more L _
women than the results of forensic investigation. The Laboratory: Patricia Bernardi looks at chiidren's clothing
explanation for this discrepancy may lie in certain cir- recovered from the well
cumstances of the massacre. Some reports state that a  The youngest women could have been
group of women were separated from the rest to prepare  taken to the woods and raped and mur-
food for the soldiers while they remained in the area.  dered there. In all probability, their bodies

were abandoned where they were

Male Female Undeterm.  Subtotals killed.
Age With respect to the surface sites,
Cchat Prel. Lab. Prel. Lab. Prel. Lab. Prel. Lab. the remains found at Site Two (La
Aguada) were classified according

0-12 48 00 45 00 12 67 105 67 to type of bone and laterality. A

minimum number of four individ-

1325 2 8 » 1200 05 47 4 uals was determined through this

26-37 18 15 18 02 00 00 36 17 analysis. Ninety percent of the
skeletal remains recovered were of

38-50 17 12 04 04 00 00 21 16 long bones, and ten percent were of
flat bones corresponding to skull
50+ 10 09 03 06 00 02 13 17 and rib fragments. The same meth-
ods were used for the remains from
Site Three (Los Salazares). A mini-
mum number of five individuals
was determined for Site Three.

Totals: 115 64 95 24 12 74 222 162

Table li: Comparison between the historical data and the Forensic Laboratory results.
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State of Preservation/Peri- and
Post-mortem Lesions

As stated above, the remains found on the
surface in sites 2 and 3 were in an extremely
bad state of preservation, due to a variety of
external factors. A similar situation was found
at Site 1. Here, the damage to the bones result-
ing from the bodies being thrown into the well
and from the pressure of the earth on top of
them may be responsible for the numerous
peri- and post-mortem fractures. In addition,
deformations in the bones were observed
which corresponded to the curvature of the
well’s walls. These deformations could have
been caused by the same factors described
above.

In addition to these damages, the skeletal
remains demonstrate severe traumas caused by
gunshot wounds as well as lesions incurred
when the bodies fell into the well and were
then crushed. At least 29 victims received gun-
shot wounds, as determined by the recovery of
projectiles associated with the remains, and/or
the observation of lesions consistent with gun-
-shot wounds in the skull and thorax. These
lesions provide important evidence as to the
cause of death.

Four individuals were found with their
hands tied behind their back and ropes around
their necks. The cause of death for these victims
may have been hanging or strangulation.

Identification

Identification is a process of comparison
between the data obtained through the study of
skeletal remains and physical information on
the victims supplied by relatives and witnesses.
In the case of the Dos Rs, most families had all
of their members killed, so that the solicitation
of pre-mortem data was not possible. In addi-
tion, most of the victims massacred were recent
migrants to the area coming from parts of the
country. For this reason, it was difficult to track
down surviving relatives for these victims. A
third factor working against the identification

of victims is the almost total absence of both clin-
ics or of dentists in the area which the population
might have made use of. For this reason, medical
and dental records, two primary sources for pre-
mortem physical data, were not available.
Nevertheless, it was possible to establish three
tentative identifications based on external fac-
tors: the discovery of an identity card, a photo-
graph, and a raffle ticket. These pieces of evi-
dence were found in the pockets of clothing asso-
ciated with the skeletons. They established ties to
relatives who provided physical data, which in
turn led to the positive identification of the fol-
lowing people: Albino Israel Gonzalez Carias, a
farmer from Las Cruces, 22 years old; Cristobal

In accordance with Guatemalan justice requirements, a public axpo-
sition of the remains and other evidence retrieved from Site One
was hald on July 29, 1995 in the all-purpose building of the village
of Las Cruces.

ANTHROPOLOGY TEAM
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and Adan Pineda, a male child who was killed
in the massacre along with his family. The
names of these three people appear on the list of
victims.

On July 25, 1995, representatives of
FAMDEGUA and EAAF delivered the forensic
report to the District Justice of the Peace of
Sayaxche, Sr. Raul Armando Ramirez
Hernandez. In accordance with Guatemalan
justice requirements, a public exposition of the
remains and other evidence retrieved from Site
One was held on July 29, 1995 in the all-purpose
building of the village of Las Cruces. There, rel-
atives and neighbors had the opportunity to
view the rernains and attempt to recognize spe-
cific characteristics, clothing, or personal affects
of the victims.

As a result of this exposition, the Judge certi-
fied the identification of sixteen other people,
all of whom were named in the list of victims of
the massacre at the Dos Rs. These individuals
were: Juan de Dios, 25 years old; Felipe Arriaga,
Rene Jimenez Castillo, and Esteban Romero, all
approximately 55 years old; Jeronimo Mufioz,
and José Domingo Batres, both 50 years old;
Juan Mejia Echeverria, 60 years old; Prospero
Ramirez, 65 years old; Cristobal Aquino,

Ramiro Gomez Herndndez, Angelina
Hernandez Lima, Rosa Herndndez, and Elida
Esperanza Arriaga, all 6 years old; Albina
Canan and Maritza Granados, both 8 years old;
and Dina Arévalo, 16 years old.

On the morning of Sunday, July 30, 1995, a
religious ceremony was performed among the
ruins of the Dos Rs, in the presence of the
Bishop of the Petén, Monseiior Rodolfo
Bobadilla. Afterwards, a procession carried
urns containing the remains of the victims to the
cemetery of Las Cruces. The urns were laid side
by side in a collective grave. The remains of
those persons identified in forensic analysis or
recognized were placed in a special section of
the same common grave, in case their relatives
should ask to have them re-exhumed in order to
move them to another cemetery or to individual
graves.

The investigation of the massacre which
occurred in the areas of the village of the Two
RRs in December 1982 has begun to shed light
on the repression which existed in the Petén in
the 1980s. More specifically, the investigation
has uncovered a history which has been hidden
under several meters of earth. Investigation of
the past is fundamental to the peace process in
Guatemala, which is taking its
first few steps down a long road.
The massacre at the Dos Rs is just
one terrible example of this past.

Current Situation
FAMDEGUA will try to prose-
cute General Rios Montt for the
massacre at Dos Rs. The case will —
also be presented at the future UN
Truth Commission emerging from
the peace accords.
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y rented Jeep
hurtled along 2

dirt road in

northern Gua-

temala under a

yellow sun al-
ready hot a1t midmorning. "Look
for a flame tree on the right,” some-
one had said. Amid the dust and
pathoies rumbled pickups carrying
lncal priests with pickaxes, newly
arrived Argentine forensics experts
and a handful of shovel-toting,
stone-faced survivors of a 12.year-
old massacre.

We were a caravan secking the
macabre: human bones, perhaps
thousands of them, which might
1eil the true story of a hidden chap-
ter of the hemisphere’s history. If
the bodies could be found, the sur-
vivars of Lhe massacre might be
able to reclaim lands they lost dur-
ing a long and brutal war. And
Guatemala would take another ten-
Lative step toward restoring its
fragile democracy.

The blooms of the flame tree
shone like stoplights through the
dust, and a silent farmer opened a
gaie nnto a narrow bhreak bewween
cornficids. We headed into miles of
farm plows gone wild and a strewch of
rain forest where peasants had hunt-

ed tasty lepeseninile rodents and wild
hoar. As we approached the place
where the village called Dos RR's
once stood, | heard the eerie cries of
howler monkeys and watched as
clouds of black butierflies rose from
the scrub in startling bursts, There
were no signs of human activity, how-
ever, as if the locals believed the land
had been cursed by so much killing.

I had undertaken this journey
because of the stories told by those
who knew the village that once stood
here. It had been a settlement cut
out of the jungle of El Peten, a vast
rain forest stretching from Chiapas
to Belize, colonized by peasants
using slash-and-burn farming meth-
ods. "Skulls in the fields explode
when you burn around Dos RR's,”
said one old-timer whe lived on the
Usumacinta River, four hard-road
hours away. Another petenero told me
to look for the unfinished well in
which the villagers had once
searched for water.

Through a friend, | had months
earlier tracked down one of the few
survivors of the massacre, now a jan-
itor in a Guatemala City hotel. The
janitor was very poor, and my friend,
2 college professor, brought him old
clothes each time he visited the
hotel. [ will call him Pedro Garcia,

22 1A WEREKLY OCTOBER 27-NOVEMAER 2, 1995

though, as with the other villagers
mentioned here, that is not his reai
name. Over the years, Pedro confid-
ed to my professor [riend the story
of what happened at Dos RR's.

I found Pedro in 2 remote cor-
ner of the lobby, sweeping up bits of
dirt around the flower pots. When |
introduced myseil and mentioned
the name of Dos RR’s, his face went
pale. He grasped his broom and
stared hard at me, then looked
around to make sure no one else was
listening. Yes, he said finally, in a
decitive tone. he would talk into
my tape recorder, because T was a
friend of his friend, and because “It
is time.” Pedro led me furtively up
a labyrinth of the hotel's back stairs,
where we sat near the trash drop
and spoke for several hours. He
often spoke in the present tense,
fear suddenly fresh again on his 62-
year-old face, as if he were reliving
the moments armed men arrived at
the isolated family farm where he
lived with two daughters and their
husbands, two sons and their wives,
and eight other children.

The killings in Dos RR's took
place during the height of the
Guatemalan army's counterinsur-
gency campaign. In an effort to sep-
arate leftist guerrillas from their

=

Unearthing
A Massacre
in Guatemala

BY MARY JO McCONAHA

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANA ASL,

{Above, left) The
excavation nears
{ts final stages,
{Above, right)
Forensic anthro-
q.ologhl Silvana
‘urner at the
Dos RR's
exhumation
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peasant supporters, the wron Lo heel
“seoched eanrth” policy. wipangg nure tham
104 xilligres ofd the i

Pechin Garefa vemembered that ithe
subeliers wheo arvned ar Dos RR' s were dis.
goiseed s gucerillas, a pleov olten osed In
the army 1o toek the peasants into reseal-
e their lovalijes,

“Ehes s, W e the guerillas, ol
we'te conne b take voue with s, aned i not
wedL R son” B they aen’s guerrillas,
Thes soe animy Phe ey bald been cir-
chingg o village don s, he said, They
even cntied a conp kitchen on the aper-
ation. Now they wore old clothes ever
their mmiforms, hut biadn’t hothered (o
ehange theiv distincive army boois or
hackpie ks and carviee arms-issue Jseacli
Cialilrifhes, "Pocus all togeether and kil ns,
Bt we're nen going,” answered Pedro's
wile. Rosa, elespevateh pliving along, "D
vk think T oombd o with von to the
nremnrars with e sl chileiren 1o sl
lerr B annel thinst, where mosquitoes
anel THes i evers other animal can
Dire then: No”

Fon Tive hoans, thoee soldicas tor-
memedd the Lunile, At one point, they
emedeved evervome intea line, aimed andd

encked their vilTes, b eid non <hoor,
Then thies 1ook Pedeo oatside aned asked
tor meney, Wheve e the gins oo Iine
hiddenz" the sebdices demanded. "Win
ey vont live so B owside own:” Then,
falhy, "Evervone Lace down onihe
fhanr!” Bt Pedra remained upright.
Iheve on the back sieps of the hotel,
rebsting those momems, Pedre Gincia, o
fervent evangelical Christinn, stood and
{ilreel Bis smms.

"1 prived. T commend my it and
thase of all vom soadl chilidhren heve —
son wHll Ko sohan e o witle s, bl
He wiid he seckonee e wouded e, el
Bean t speak lonrdb in sosange “angelic
tngnes” Phe soddicrs were sonpisedd,
andl e cven Brighrened — ey were
vers vonng, s there noaw e been
anomny them evanuelicals, too, i wlunn
theanashnecat s b Gendbesring e,
Sudelenis. the daem chamged cose, anel
e sosledien e e harge o ned i kly e
lesnve, e s shioadder he wannedd ehae
Coneias nod toge g cennm live aon,
T ise o gy v thien
thes 1Rl o

Enebee el an i panment Congin s sonis

anel 50 others woere bring led ar gunpoing

on a death march theough the hears of

the village. Only one wonkl survive, Fed-
erico, whowas 8 at the time, “Come back
in eight davs, and i will ake voun 10 my
s, Pedrn Gareia saicd to me,

s | loliowerd the molley caravan

om the way 1o the exhumation a

Das RR'« D ilvought hack 1o

those first interviews with the
Garcins, and realized the valor they dis-
plaved in walking about the massacre. The
peisans in the pickups ol the caravan
looked humble. wo, but they also had
done something courageous in denounc-
ing a mass killing by the army. Ever since
1954, when a ClA-sponsored coup wppled
the democraiically elecied leftist govern-
ment of President Jacobo Arbenz,
Guatenmala's iron-listed army has heen the
e af the lanel,

There was a time, however ~ in 1979
anel the carky 1980« — when guerrillas
serionsly challenged the avmy, 1t was an
inunrgency hegun vears before by cissi-
dent arnw officers who nhjecied. among
ather things, 16 Guatemala's role in pro-
viding ClA wraining camps tor Coban
exiles. In the countrinide, peasants hegan
1 organize against their impoverished

comelition onh 10 see their leaders impris-
oned, totned and murdered by the gine
ermment When ahe guerrillas amacked or
hekd politieal imeetings, the army arvived.,
wreaking vengeance against civilians,
leading exen e campesinas io suppeorn
the opposition. By ahie early 19805, (he
artny haul adopted the ultimate coun-
IeFinsIgency ststegy: cmpty or eliminae
entive communities 1o deprive goerrillas
ol «ippor.

The might belore o caravan headecd
tor the site, international doctors and
chnvrhmen an thie medics” clinie in g
nearby own reconned the short, hiter
histars of this particular disappeared
commmunie, condinming whin Gareda rold
me Begimming in 1978, thes said, 43 G
ilies came 1o the wild, homesteading
'eren vegion, cleared jungle anel planted
At acress they mamed the place Dos RR'x
low the Ruane il Reves Tamilies, the firs
toarrive. Tt was gl bwoven commuoni-
L hecanse most came Trom the same
Pl oo the Pacdic cest, Like pioncens
el ald deesion West ey wor ke
teegethier oo e the seven-kitomener
toowb ioothe vilhwe ' omiehicie (oo one

could aftord a chain saw) and boild a
one-room schoothouse. No liquor wac
soled in the three housefrom shops, aned
nn Sundavs villagers Gitled 1he wo small
churches they hud buil, one Cinholic. the
other evangelical. By the early 980, how-
ever. when guerrillas operated in the
Peten. the army began to suspert that the
community harboring vebel sympa-
thizers. The villagers didn’t knaw i1, b
they were danmeel.

“What's happening is a cleansing
operation,” an army essienant wokd one
of the villagers during 1he massacre,
according o testimony, “Like the Bibide
says, those who are judged fillly shall o
and those clean shall live, The filihw 10
the fire.” Some 376 persons, by the maost
conservative estimates from among those
who have ihvestigated the evenes ar Dos
RR's, died on December 6, 7 and K,
19R2. The number inclucdes villagers and
ahout 40 day laborers hired by the farm.
crs during harvest lime. Very voung girls
were raped before soldiers cun their
throats, according 10 1estimony.

As the Jeeps and pickups in our cara-
van parked a1 the end of the road, 1
searched the hovizon far (the place where
all this might have happened. There was
anly brush, it seemed, and a lew serubhy
trees. We walked for o hall-houe wnder o

- A whoel i g commm

hlazing sun. in a sieaggly line. No one
spoke. [ believe cach persn who kiew
the hisinry of Das RR < was thinking of
the last march of those whe died here,

This is the way Federico Gareii. who
was there, desweribed the march e s
his Bsther ook me to mert him: “They
hraught in more people we knew, our
neighbors, ahow 30 men and 30 women,
in separate columns, herding them like
cattle. That's not counting the children,
who were walking behined their mnthers,
weening. The men with guns surrounded
them, grahbing the women by the hair,
making them walk; they directed the
men more carefully, cursing them, hut
not hitting them as they did the wome
They mounted nne man in his His nn o
horse, hecanse he conldn 't walk lau
eanugh. Thev tnok my consin R
andd another vinmg gitl (rom their math.
ers, and mandde them stav, "We're 1aking
voun o the school” they wld the restal s,
‘Don’t worey.””

I imerviewed Feeletien G in the
two-ranan shack v a tanch oorside
Guatemala Uit where he wonked as o
caretaker He deseribed o living ilbage

where now | was secing onh o all gass
bent n hot wind. The f"clqls of his venath,
hes siviel, were Tilled with corn, squash,
hananac, bhransand ehile; while the inods
of some honses were sill thaech gathered
tramt the jungle, more and more Lune
lies each vear conbe afford saler, mone
fireproot tin sheeting over their heads,
There was the thill of hearing gy soay
far offl in the nigh o the more practi-
cal pleasiree of bringing home vhe oded
tasiy tive downed with o slingshon. Like
nthey adolescenn bovs, Federico wonked
alomysiche his older bronhers in the Delds,
It b wan il enangh of 0 voungsier 1o
enjov the pineapple and sugar cane the
farmer Juan Arevalo distributed o ihe
delight of chiledren as they cime 1o winch
the progress on the well he was digging.
“He'l) eligg all the wav 1 China?” they used
10 sav.

As we neared the site of than well, |
remembered that Federien Carcia was
stunned that anvene wonkd ask him
whint happened at Dos RR™ 1T had nod
spoken of it toanvone ewmside the Lamily,
mostly out of fear, bat glso bocauswe he
thonght ne ane wonlid believe stel things
could happen. A handsome voung man
with i thin mustache and the moscular
arms ol someane who lifes anl hanls, Fed-
erico imtroduced me 1o his wife, Rosa. She

- -

Temaly

tlried Ber hands on an apron before sy
cxtending one in greetimg, Federico aned
Revia edeared amd werabbed o seranll woend-
en ahle = the only Ferntiure hesices iwe
hetls in the roam where they bived and
stept with rheir three chitdven. Thes
Irranght in two workden stools e the
eating shed, a simple wav ol giving grear
imporiance to the seiting where Federicn
wounld speak.

Federico began hitstony bvocnaoing
his movements in the hours betoe the
snldiers captired him, Te and his hroth.
er Erneso had gone o Lad Croces than
marning, s milk lor Froesan's new
haby and medicine for their mother, who
wis recorering lom o siroke. Acahey
returned home, they ran into a man
who saird he wanted 1o haay o fresh larkes
from heir unele for Chvisomas, Insteael of
going by their vsnal rote, civdling Dos
RR s aese !l ver resvebe the Tanily Ioomesreael,
the brarhers headed Tov thed wncle's
homse i the center of own o give him
the oveier righy awa

“Tha el we il pise ameore oo
el Feclerice Gacia remembered
“What cauld be happening: When i
[T}
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brarher Evnesto und | reached my ul‘ltlc s
hessie, armed men were there in i
tlathes, bur anderneimnh von conld see
their soklicrs” cunoafliyie. On wop, thes
Il e on e chathes ol those thes baed
Aresly Rilled, They were holding my
wnele el D Joone vorngg ehinnghieer «in the
rooking shed, andd his wile, ton, who was
crvingn Hler eves were socreel — e wing
abraidd, she knew something wits going (o
happen.”

When the brothers staried 1o balt,
thes were stoppedd I gnmbire aned ovdered
tay joiny the sonhers, Eenesto would he deard
i o few hos,

The rest ol Garcia's estimony was
caveful in desdt, 1ok its main points
e churely persasy Dirnsied in Peven, e
rome from his desk 1o elose the olfice
Aor, “We know abwonn this, peaple e
heen comping 1 ns” bee i, Fie ashed me
o e looking lov the disappeared vil-
lyee. hovestigatons in the guise of humers
were reconnoitering ar the sive viglhi
now tor the prarposes of a legal exhuoma-
tion, he i, bat the appearanee ol a
g asking spiestiens conld alert thoswe
whe might wint the evime hidden, 1le
Ivited me 1o aceompany the scientius

Farioa bieog

and others when they began their sask,
By IR6H, events were converging 1o Til
the silence alwne Dos RR's. The arm had
abhandoned He camauflage-painied
cement box huildings in the garvivn
Lax Cruces. the market and ciutbearivling
town five miles senahenst. Peace talks

"hwiween the government and the guer-

villas were vndes win, The Pewen’s Roman
Catholic bichap had opencd an office
help illiterate peasants navigate 1he g
Crment’s pirper hireaucraes = to abiain
birth certificates tor chiklren envalling in
schnol, Tor instance, Vinexpecteds, sin-
viviws nl Do RR Cappeared beeanse thes,
i, neeeled paperwork: in order o proee
claims 1o phe ofd farmland aned work it
again (o thein Bomilies, they requiresd
prowst ol the dearhe ol vhe hushands,
Fthers, sisters e othees in whose wames
the Land wan legalis regisiered. The prob-
Tem. they sairl, was than no dlendh cenilie
cares hatd heen dssoed by municipa)
heswities, hevise the victbims Il heen
e el nothe monn,

Al hesw owere il s prone telitives
ahicd e all sine e sheiv bodivs Be pilen
towether a1 the ot o ooy well e

Bl

their rema
groves?

The job seemed one for a relaivelv
new breed of scientist — forensic anthio.
pologisis. Like archaeologists, they care-
fnllv anearth hisery by digging up the
dead, Like legal investigators, they are
Inoking to solve crimes. The voung
Argentine aned Guatematan teams (no
ong s over 300 are among the few seien.
tists ol their kind who regulariv combine
anthropology and archaeology to ghve
e 1 victims of pelitieat mass muorder,

Their concinsions hive heen reject-
cd by the grieving when science deter-
mines remains are tol those of palitical
victims, More conmnonly, they hine heen
theeatened by those in authotin wha
want the recent past 1o stav hickden, Thes
in e Been demmmeed ac political tools at
one siche or anmher.,

Never, avven, han their science been
st cesstulby impugned.

‘ ‘ his may enll for digging o
trench to come in from
the side,” senior anthro-
pologist Parricia Bernardi

sail, thinking e Joud as she sioml next
10 Juan Arevaln’s well an Dot RR's, gloved
haneds on hips, a blue bandanna aronnd

s mixed up in gollies and

sl cheaas bnates sesnvescdb reom the weil o B B

her neck, A shori-haired blond woman in
her mid-830a, Bernardi dropped her
wowel and ran in shock and grief at the
sight af her first hullei-pierced skull in
KIRA: shis elay she wirk clearly in quict com-
miaed abien just niinates om-site, Sihana
Tarner. ionew veerain (o the weam sill in
her His, a4 stickler Ton oreler aned dleaail v
compassionate of manner, was Lishing
together saplings with vines alongside her
more experienced teammarte, Do
Olmon. He is a big. wrbane and soli-po-
ken Buenas Aires vesitlent whose time
away from the ficld is spent teaching mni.
versity elasses in (orensic anthropolog.

Tagerher, Turner and Olma super-
siserh the construction of a kind of
siwhiorse, B leet tall aned spanning the 6
taot manth of the well, iram which a
heket 1o exeavate the well’s eontenis
wouldl be suspeneded.

Erversome pitehed in. Fwo locisl priess,
ome congiing with emphveema, (e other
swearing profosely, wielded machetes o
e Trushy, Semeane Tlung o rope ovey
e cnosspiec e ol the siwhiorse 1o teh
s Do ket Bner smnlnapobogivs, b,
Larangess, prardies, widows and sompinhein

ondnkers wontld ke mirns iuding iy
For now, each appraached the rim of the
well to wateh a lone Farower who bl
climbed down inside 1o a drplll ol 7
Tecr, where he hacked aw i srking
wee ronws, which luvl to be clepred hefine
the dig coube beygin, He was iment, o
searching fon lost neighbins,

1ok more than wn howe of caredu)
ehiggrings with arowel hedore the fivs
iteme appeasred — dhireds ol badh disin.
regrted chhe A Toeal woman, Caroen
e Peveesappeaved on the seene 1o hiing
fesenel. Clininmting a place sbongsicde the welt,
sheaonk on the role ol a Greek choros of
one: “Thevve down theve, the cibihien
wndl the okl men, thes e thene,” e
insisteel eneh thne the buckers rase s the
aurlince carrving nothing hae din,

nthe supvmer ol 9, 4 nonsgos.
ernment hunnerighs advocao
group. the Famiies ol the Disip-
peared in Goatemida (FAMDEGU A,
Dilee o veguest for a joeges ontles 10 hegin
the exhumarion ot D RR« Thiee
FAMDEGU.A members who colleeted
acconmis af evemis and descriptions of the
viClims — m||m1 nt nlu Te low ever see o

ing patiently for the appearance of hones.

The siow prncess gratedd on the nerves
of some of the government nlficiaks wit.
g the exeavation. Two uniformed
national policemen husied themseles
with recording the nanwes o eversone on
it T he disvien wirorpey, Mario Allons
Rimmires Ramnos, who hadl 1o verifv the enl.
fection of evidenee and declare cause 1
investigate, said he dicn 't think any hones
wonld he discovered, He was palpably
nervens — disteict anorneys hive heen
threatened and shon ac ined their honses
firchambeel, lor faciliating invesugations
like this one. When Ramirer snnonnecerd
he was suspending the dig for wo dins,
some eried foul,

“You can’t dn that,” said a chureh
lawver, quioting chapter and verse from
the new penal eotle she carrierd in Wanel.

CGimo was testien; *We came 3,000
iiles, el von've comne hareh W0, Can’y
Vo wadn i lindke longrer®

Ramives tiened 1o me Inter, geanring
wt the alzandoned lupler and vhee bl
ding digr, anel saied, "L ook, evervom
ke it was the mliGu s b thias wogs ol
19 i s a4 e 6 ases arromn el

OUIe

thint need tending right now,”
ety s

omeone matiaped 1 should pro.

cevd quictiv threugh a stand ol

Bushes o follow o searchy party: o

priesta photographer, Carmen ke
Perez, Torner and several prasions were
altearts hiking owsnd aothicker abon o
ke i, Thes wanted o i estigane
anather possille site withonn diwing 1
artention ol ey, diterally “eaes” o spies
whey wighn e Been atong the oo
o st A0 persons e the well,

Fopicatly i these invessigations, o elel
icate halance b v be sirank hemween
arheomg enoagh infornation e ehinin
wnege s anden on exhunion, ol gise
g one’ s wienes lest evidence be
st en glesionaed.

Ve witthedd stmighe fide i the ogen Lot
scapre thiongh grass calledl gadondiinng
wwinlloms,” after the hind thay sombislizes
retmn i and edite weeds oalled dhaguhia,
Sone o vsowere eeigs, e we callied 1an
tcadh other when we became sepann-
ed Apprea hing a ko sl we boke
LTV TR TR TECRIN BV | R TTTER T TR STV |
protection agamst soithes, We ised o
Doots to e onen the sesilaned leines, e
Bwaned bompes A onne eves aedjusted moahe
Frinr Haht, s vsedd o sticka o pick ont
Dits of clethingt aned Footsein
e hed o e Forest Tur
soitnted withe atooe practioed eve, s
b bo e sinall obsjee s, She poned
the homes wene dispersed i owidde arey,
heeanse the smbuvied bodies haed been
expasedd o mbmab and the clenrems oae
s, ik swotded Tave canried aman
the long bones e, she i, when tiea
still horve Beshy, Clothing aned otben dhaes
tex ielengification. as well as buther frage-
ments or casdtgs imporimt Eaocloes to
thee cinese o dhemb, wondl o e esn -
ty e “awsociated” with the «hebeial
remains to which they helonged, This
woorled site wan frmratinge pan eoldiy, it
wae new worthy the time and expenelitare
o] previons esourees g the mnment for
the resules it migh produce,

Carmen de Peves ditd non neeed asie
entilic investigithm 1o know this wie i
killing Neld. Twelve voars ago. she said,
her brather-indaw jiean die Dios Fall
Mejin had deparied from thed haonse
onvide Dox RR 1o help a neighbon
wha believed his seven chilklen were
insitke the own, They never ante gk,
Twer dlavs lner, Carmen ana ber sisien
entered the village 1o look for some
trace ol 1the men

Insteadl, ar the sehool thay founed the
desks coveredl with hhosd, picces ol
ewppedd vope, aed vipped elothing. The
walked throngh Juan Arevalo’s fields amd
sensetd something amise, They hoew
Arevalo hivl been doggedh ediguing his
well month alier month, bsokmg oy the
watet he never loand. T hes loaned the
shaft, ence more thion M leet deep, newh
Hlledd inowith dire, The women Med bome
1o haelelle with their chikdren Tea alnres
a manth, betore thes worked up the
courage 1o enter these woork, Thiy cionme
heecanse they had wen vilites (ha b here
in the dmealter the massioe

“There w mans o el buwls
tes,” Cirmen recalled, standdire el o
e and looking iney i dense foluage
“The hemls were piled ameome e rodus
of the trees. Thes were o foietds aod
netghibors, We ool aee thy s hanel
beeem eatinge the e Wae (b abosid By -
o what happened i thic place © Bwas
hoaed ter recomnree midividiels, Carmmen
sl becamse dhiprimg the smomth betwreen
the klbmes ool e dan e danesd oo
cuntect the wondd g kil ol green aall’
haed soberr comime e g oner e pepns

'Kl
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Why, 1 wondered, did Curmen de
verer, a imidduuking 3yearokl peasant
Anathier of six, expose hevsell in dhis win
‘u ik by the well and lead others o the
) Wwinh in the wouds?

"1 was winizedd when | saw them dig:
Ling out the well,” she suid quivihy,
‘Because for so long we tiuughe our lives
aere werd worth aothing w anvune, We
st nothing, becawse we Teloihan dor
e, tor athiers whaose lives were worth
wething, we were like some animaly
e coubed Be Milled, even oy speaking.”

Secing our wan areve lrom her
nouse, sutside whece Dos KRR’ ence
sicanel, Bk been woshock, The last time sa
uany vehicles cntered the vilage wins
vhenw a carwvan of army and civilian
Jducks camie from Las Cruees afier the
Annsacre o osteal the gouds o the dead:

wrn, pigs, cabves, chichens, furniture,
anihiing it could b nwovedd before they
nurneed the plve dosn, When Cavmen
I Peres tealizedd whnnt wis bappeaing il
e, howeser, alie way oservome with the
Anotion ol twe evend, veadizing st Tor
nre the dead peasasis were being von-
adered human bemgs, Thiat was when
he i kedd Bl snd waner (o e work

s, chatged ino panes and o hewd scarl,
el heweed for b well.

By qquinning ninse in e Lue atiernoon,
weowere buck at the dig. The rewm hadd
inearthed two makeshift shovels, esalied
rontncut-ugs velow phastic vooking=eil con-
anmess wnd steel s,

Whaever coveved any bodies had
abely jerryrigged the shovels on the
qpor Logically, they wouhil have been
he ast dhings tossed i, The foreasis
uithrapologists were cortun they would
ik hones omonrow.

‘ ‘ s basd dreams®” i old peas
Wil barmey inselievonsh
ashed el arvivals at the
wol e neat moraing,

By this vie. the scientists were leehng
aemendous pressure o lind rensions thin
sandd o thing abowt the weror an D
RR'S. Arranging court wrders and e
Sewiig wibnesses had alveady whken
sovhs, ad the fudgey govermnent olfi-

ks were thrveatesiing 1o abandon the

aluject whtogethen.

Furemsic anbnapologigs depant tiom

i u mivrk on
u hone. Bal they generally must colleat
mure thin just a tew ol the 206 bones in
the bumian Body (o {ind the ones tat
serean mayhem: s craniuwm with the
beveled entrance and lrger exit wonnds
ul'a bullel, the broken foreawrms cominos
wo sumeune defending hersedl from
Llows, ihe congraent breaks in conseci-
tive ribs ol u chest erushed by a vifle buu.
Eventually the well woulkd produce such
evidence. Bul not un the second, long day
b exhuminon,

As e passed, even those who had
arrived suleby as vhiservers fell compelied
o help. Sime sal where the excavated
divt wins piled, 10 silt through it with sieves
and lingeraps alongside Turaer and
Olne. Concentrating in a manaer that
seemed meditative, one of the priests dis
vavered Liny bones in dirt others had
ahveady exisnined. “These are humin, but
veally oo small and dissociated 1o be of
s al the mument,” Turner said in o pro-
tfessional tone, “! dun’t care how small
they are,” the padee replied kindly, and
conumiied tu exiruct frgnients wnderly.
In previous months, §had Giken estimo-
ny und veviewed lisis of the dead, But it
wits 1 wilil the momeint tiat | blew din
Trom w sl object like sl frons a shell,

aneh wanclied an npper vericbra, the one
that connects Lhe spine 1o the neck,
apspei in sy hand, that 1 el 1 heard the
soice of the massacee in my uwn cars.

At 17 feey, she well began truly 1w
divulge its infurmation. A raliber boot
apprared. A pair of women's underwear.
Aovaldl from bebow: [ Ropa! Olino strained
1 caise the bucken, and Bernardi deli-
vately removed u child’s red T-shirt with
decorative patterns at the shoukders. "A
bov's,” commented Carmen de Perez,
“Fow o chilel of wha age?:” Bernardi asked.
"Six, T replicd Cavrmen.

Anather call. jHuee! A long bone.
“Are vou sne 1y ot just a rootr What
colin is the sarcounding ding” Bernardi
vabled dow.

The child's shirt wiss placed where it
vould be measwied and phutographed,
then ivwas culleered in a hand-nwnbered
brown paper bug corresponding 1o a
e diat gives dewils (depty, e, aseo-
ciated material) of s finding. Clothes wre
eapecinlly impuran, becawse people in
Guntenalan villages oben wear the same
thingg tor so long that they can be recog:
zedd by i shint en honsedress, Bevmard:

b - o c
scene suddenly looked like digs
ancient Maya sites 1've witnessed cise-
where in Peten: the problems of this
teamn could be the same as those fuced
by any archacologist.

How 1o light the ever<derpening hole?
Where w dig canals w prevent rainwiter
from secping in? How 1o rig a shing so
they can work shifs in the ughn, pracui-
cully airless circle fur below, exposing
e scene withuw standing on iz

They haxl 1w mark the surtace in quad-
ranis, o idendty the exaci location of
each find wn each depih. 1 heard them
wonder briefly with the taraers abou
how sturdy the walls of the well were,
about whether its sidds might collapse
and bury whoever was at the boilwm,
There was no guarantee.

*I have w0 get down there,” Bernardi
satid. “How lung can a person work duwn
25 feeti”

An hour, the farmers answered.
“Maybe you who are used w it,” Bernardi
said, frowning.

In all her experience as a charter
member of the Argentine wam, Bernar-
di had never worked a mass grave ina
well, There was no time or money 16 do
i1 absolutely right, with parallel shaiw and
proper rooting and other infrusiruciure,
and the profesional in hey chaled,

“Subterrinedn archacoloygy,” she
mutered,

hat night { tried 10 envision

Dos RR's as Federico Garcia

might have remembered it. But

all 1 could think of waus his
description of i last hours.

He sat close to his brother in the
schoulhouse, he said, undl soldiers sent
him. with seven or cight ether youny-
Hers 10 witit with the women and children
ut the church. “Let's escupe,” he whis-
pered o unother | 1y , who wis car
rying an infant brodher, but the hoy suid
he couldn'y Ko, becuuse he had o stay
with the buby. And then the moment
Wils e,

Insbde the church, same women
praved while uthery sung, thinking thn
woukl change the hearts ot the soldiern.
Lnstead, the soldiers mocked them.
grabbing whe guluies for the service and
playing ulung, and pusting on the neck-
ties ol the pasiors. Some wonien mirsed
their babies; many just gazed a their
children, Evervone knew whit was going
1 happen, .

When Federico saw his brather
among the men being marched past 1he
church, he ran tor the dour velling that
he wanted to go with hin, but it was
lacked. The men in line looked “sad,
conposed,” he aaid. "Why didn 't they
resist, even unarmed, sioce they out-
numbered the soldiers:” [ asked. “These
were not Lhe kind of prople who opposed
authorities, and they were afraid of any-
one with guos. Maybe if they had had

more vine, they might buve thougin of

a plan to defend themselves,” he
answered. His brother louked dignitied
us he passed 1he church, Federicu said
proudly. Abuut 10 minues fater, bursts
sounded Drom tiree machine guas, Hien
individual shuta.

Nuw that the men were gone, sul-
dieys wied w take the women and chil-
dren in another direction, but many
refused wnel held back. “They oried mn
that they should kill chem theve in the
patio of the chureh and notin the
woukls, thint they wanted tw die in a clean
und open place,” Federico said. The sol-
dier watching hion and clearving a path a
the same tme muuered back at the

and warned the youngsier, “Don’t even

think about moviyy."

“But inwnedd uT’ g'nin".-ltmn s he
wirned his back 1 jumped into the wouds
and valled behind a fallen wee,” Federi-
to said. The soldier fired an autematic
weapon into the wrees. “He thougin |
wid dead in there, b § was right near the
cdge of the path, looking at everything
that happened.”

The suldiers ovdered the women into
4 line. There was the rapid live of
machine guns, kreanis, the crying of chil-
dren, then the finishing off, tivos dr gracia,
single shots. Then silence. When the sul-
diers walked away, Federico suw the
women and childien heaped over, like
bundles, vi the grownd. He by wnmoy-
ing unnil darkness tell, tien evuwled into
thie Dields away brom the voad, and (ound
himsell culliding with bundles scanercd
here and there, These were the dead of
the night before, of the other half of the
hamlet, thuse who were killed Best, silent-
Iy, by cutiing their ircits,

As he inchied through the night
wward his house and dawn, Federico had
W stog several tines as soldiers puassed
close by, He waiched 4 soldier, wearing his
brather's hat, ride his brother’s mle. A
about 1 aan, crawling past Don Jeroni-
s howae, *1 could hear the soldiers
wher were inside resting,” he saicl. "inak-
ing jubes, kinghing. "We itnished (e
ol dhwey said. "Now we've Cleaned iap.
Andd we're going w keep going uniil
there's nat one felt of those, thase .,
and heie they wed ugly words. 1 heand
them wiking aboul viokiting young gicds,
and juking about that and other things
they did."

o the fourtdy di, the fivm skele-

wn wus located al 22 feed d

inches, sill dvessed in marxan

panis wnd a Llue shire. Iiace
in a pocket were o pair of glasses with
black plastic ring, and o iotlibrush, The
secoanl sheleron, w28 feed, siill bos
hnoued handkerchicl wrapped dike o
ptinsdtsiled aronnnd ity shill I onse grchet
Bermandi lound o omilliary registrarion
vindl G rare event at exhu Wiis o
which identification indoyniiisn could
still be read: Albino Cardas Gonealer,
wge 22, single, furmer; the e of Gon-
zales's paventy; and his home address,
The card carvied a photo, Youny Gonsi-
les’s bunes were found entangied witls
those of anuibier male, on op vl whom
he had been dropped. And that pur:
senn’s bones were found wixed with thuse
ut the next corpse, und on and on it
seemeth for davs, as the 'cool, deepening
shaft ave wpr s secrets.

For weeks, the eam labored using
ivplements as ine as denal 1ools wnd
watercolor brushes. Word spreid tha the
unfolding process at Dos RR's waa serious,
and legally sancioned, and more sl
Nty appeared.

At night, when representatives ol
FAMDECUA uud amhropologists retined
i bunkhouse w a church insalkinon in
Las Cruces, unseen individuals wok 10
throwing vocks on it roof and fiving guns
nearby, When peasanis reported army
patrols in the vicinity — an unusual
occurrence — und strungers appuedred
at the well, the andhiropotugiss sugguesied
camdion, and Carmen de Peree stuved
home, Militavy presence increascd i fas
Cruces; cars traveling (o the dig were
searched ar gunpuint, Parishionces
warsied une of the privsts Ui sond was
aub wround wwn e was o danger, e
id st Jeel desph threatened, he wld
mie, “hecose there et been am of
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thir motes or ather warnings vet that voen
sl Iv et i these sioations ”

B the time ahe rains come — e h
anet land — cvevvene acoand the well
hael hegun 1o took move alike: vved. Inn
ahar hathed in o laver of the e 1eld-
Brown mue . a demoeeaic paring of ckn
uniting police, seientius, survivins, The
v seeped imo the earth, each diop
threatening 1o loosen the walle af 1the
shabt amel burs whoever might e working
inside, Wi the irncks fresm the n
resael b the vieininy of The well site bee
almost nnpassable, Olmo and Turne
ealled o temporary hali 1 the dig and
tonk 1lie bones they hiel excavated 1hus
Lar tes o voom in Las Cruces,

The seiemiss wished the bones
Laiel them ont on flat surlaces. The
lowikedd for answers 1o key qucﬂinm‘ the

canse of death (s, a buller in the head)
and manner of dewth (heniekde, wicide,
accident, natural eanses). This mgasired
begg s 1 exicapolate s e, observed
the heseling ol the seapula aned the lengih
of the hirtmer e dewevimine whethe
soameone wik Jedt on tight-handead, Thes
thinetd Bones v cheeking the depree i
which epiphvses — the ronnded ends

[X RN

thay ossily separisteh = were fusedl.

Tived, snitihing fromt the mildew that
hael heeome nbiguitons since the arival
of the heavy topicit] raine, Bermnei.
Trrner snel Olinn packaged the renvains
ol seven adule oy winel 1hree viang
b in the sy bl miterial — i -
tons wsedd for imporing com takes —
aned stacked them in a closet i the pab-
e clinit in Las Croees, sealing it with a
chain and a bicvele lock, Painstakingh,
thes elaborated a report, which farme
thelivereed w e juedgre.

Fromw an arelaeological point of view,
the burial was " primarsy, sncvonons
common grave,” they siid: common
Becanse ar least several peraons were
buriedd there: senchionous beeaase skele
tons were incovered saperimposed andd
even e iwined, indlicaing buriat anthe
sihe dime: prinars becanse bones were
fomndd s ticndated and in their enrrecy
anmtomical positions, ac i persons hid
died in place av jua before baial, wne
theit bodies decompesed in the wiell —
ro s il aheiv Bomes lad Been namsferoed
fresn somnewhere else, And thes conld s
the grne wias consisien in e with the

INEANTEE)
cainsand cven a 1982 ealendar were
tormul in the victins” pockers.

Thev also determined pevsons dieil
vielenthe A dvagment of metal = “com-
pratible with the projectile of o ivearm™
= was embedded ina lower jawhane.
Arelloade green mark, tvpically eht
hehine b the copper coating of a high-
velocitn huler stained a evaninm. Ribs
hioken e dewrh, Buller fragment
artached vooa shire, Spent carridges,
The eleany cun neck.

Recise remains of 10 persons were
foundd in a space of just one and a half
meters, Bernardi termed them "a 10ken™
of what the well contined. "There are
mncdouhiedih HEmerers more ol bones,”
shire said,

In Mav. assistec by lunding from a
Iinech non-governmental agency and »
German religious arganization, the
Argentine scientists returned to the well
and wwo additional nearby sives,
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erierico Garcia ance 1old me tha
insiead of feeling relief a1 having
escaped, he wanied o die after
whint e Tuack sorn. thinking he was
the ondy ane lef in the village, With his
communal uphringing. he could nm
imagine living without his relmives and
weighbwrs, A1 dhe siome time. il his i
v were ive on the onskirts, he Telt he
needed o survive out ol g sense of
vesponsibilin 1o reach the house ined “tell
s parents what happened.”
1vis o fecling Bernardi. Turner and
CHme woukd waderstandd,

“We aee our work as histerlen! vecon-

druction.” Bevnard] sid in Pejen, “In
Argeminn, it helped demndish the official
story that the 18,000 “disappeared’ had
simpiv ceased o exisl, and thau the mili-
tary goverament had nothing (o dn
with mass nwture and murder. The hones
are 1he story of what happened, They
cavnet lie”

During the break in the Das RR'
exhimation, braveled o Guatemala City
10 1alk 1y Federvico Reves. an archaeoio-
gi<t mrned forensic snthropobogise, in the
earh IS, the Argentineins and mber
seientisis, sponsored by the Ameriean
Academy fm the Advancemem of Sei-
ence, first anght Reveo and other
Caaenmalme their forensic skills. Now the
Guatemalan (eam is uncoy rrmg mas-
sitcres thin demadith this conntry™s "ofli-
cial stewry™ that clandestine gravevards
hobd guerrillas, ov ave the work of fefiist
rebels in Ahe 14980,

“TE s imporiant to open a space where
this period can he considered. We're giv-
ing scienmilic proot of the manner in
which ordinaury peopte were aflected,”
stil Roves,

1 tnterviewed him over the skelewon
of i Baemnkd gind from a site ealled Plan
de Sancher. in Baja Vera 'az provinee,
where remaine ol more than 180 Mava
Achi Inttian were recovered, Roves poim-
el 1es five fractores = hones burs like
puascot i, The reeth provided clues o age
el erthivieine caninesand malars on
the skl bl nor evupted, aned 1the shey-
chsbiaped ineiwors were ¢h
Amevindians, Fle edetermined sex v the
il of petvic bones, Mhonike was Jess sei-
empilic, a1, e, conld see dhis was i li-
the gied, whir beud groomed Wersel vhia
morming lor i iy she had neidea wonld
e her Taste: long haiv remaited artacherd
10 the skoll in i braid, decarared with
stripy of omeehright colored cloth, Reves
remineded me g the pujorite of victims
ol mass murder uneovered by the
Gagnremalan leam sinee i began wark in
PRI were chifthien

cleristie of
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lie re-issessimient ol recent bisio.

s o mere earnest than

Createmala. In My, based on
the Tindings an Dos RR s, FAMDEGU A
began begal proceedings agains Geneal
Elvain Rios Mo, who was chicf ol sie
al the time ol the massacre and who
revins i poweriol politieal figare.

Mueli of the evervebay hard worl
aromd exhuniations is lefi s abou hall
A dlozen non-gasernment orgamizations
stich as FAMDEGUA, whose memibwere e
often relives of disappeared themsehes
Thes collect 1estimaony, doarnmem the
chain af evenis, olten winning the condi.
dence of witnesses by y e Ao them in
one nf Goatemala’s 22 indigenons k.
guages. They publish a newslerrer called
Nowea Mds (“Never Again®). When | vis
fled FAMDEGUA s effice in downtown
Goatemala Ciev workmen had just deliv
ered dozens of mintamre colfins — they
needed. after all, onlv o be the lengih ol
A femnr, the body ' longet bone = 10
hold renvains of the victims at Dos RRx

Key suppors for the exhumations
olien comes Irom the Catholie e b,
A1 Dos RRs, ehwrely legal adele poan Fl'.m-
ciscer Soto worked in divs e the well.
baselsll eap o hin head and u.nph-nwn
et o snceer on his portable varkio,
When Hmerviewed bim in Gusnemala
Gy, ehe arcibishop™s Haman Righis
Ollice facmg the Naianal falaee, he
sied i whie shvirr aml tie sested e a e
prerer, teviewing testimons be coflecned
abmt Dox RR's,

“Thixe ix gond banel, which these Banie
lies worked well, so there sre mora) and
econnmic reasans why it should he
returned 1o them,” he sabd. "B we also
witnt s get the v v help peaph \In ol
their tromm frons e sears.

What appens then® H witnesses tesis
v thve armn pm]wu'.\lwl EELANTTR IR T
RR'x. aned yeni have wie ntific pronl ol a
massacre. o't vou join ty podh feat fanse

tice § '|g.l|l11l these u"punvuhlv.' S wits

cations, The wmy reine pewerdul ane
lhr politieal slttion is delicaie.

“We do non wane sosdfeor the ongoing
peace diimlogue wtween the government
anl the goernilln.” e said cliplnm.ﬂh at-
I, "We see Bos RR' as an expryimem,
like opeming i dloon, Now we have o see
what kine of seanrtion peeyde. el the
army, have,”

Theve aie those whose position i
less sensitive than Satoe’s. whe exiol
the process af digging wp the pas
wetually helping the conmtry s teansition
to democracy, nat thieatening i
Exhumamions give onceacreified peophe
a chance s organize themsehes, the
say. and can even vestore Daith in (he
judiciat svstem; this shifis power awan
Tresmy the wrmy.

Before 1 left his office, Somo st sicle
argumenis ahout whether or ot exhun.
tinps stiv up pelivical ronble, Inseael,
he seemed maved by whimt hie saw aned
heard in Peten,

“Yer 1o recognize sin and s pan.
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