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The Search for “Che” Guevara

In November 1995, Bolivian General Vargas Salinas gave U.S.
journalist Jon Lee Anderson an interview, in which he claimed
that the remains of Emesto “Che” Guevara Lynch were buried
under the landing strip of municipal airport atVallegrande, a town
in the Department of Santa Cruz de la Sierra. Che’s corpse was
taken to Vallegrande and publicly exhibited there after he was
executed in the neighbouring town of La Higuera on October 9th,
1967.

In response to this testimony, Bolivian President Gonzalo
Sanchez de Lozada formed a Government Commission to inves-
tigate the events surrounding Che’s death and to try to recover his
remains. At the request of the Association of Families of the
Disappeared and Martyrs for the National Liberation of Bolivia
(ASOFAM), the Commission composed of civilian and military
representatives from the Ministries of Government and Defense
invited EAAF to participate in the search for the bodies of Che
Guevara and his companions. The remains of five people who
accompanied Che in Bolivia were found. El Che remained
unfound.
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Historical Background

Ernesto “Che” Guevara was born in
Argentina, and studied medicine in Buenos
Aires, where he graduated as a physician. In
1955 he joined Fidel Castro’s small group of rev-
olutionaries in Mexico. During the fighting
against Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista,
Guevara became the rebel army’s first military
commander. After Castro’s rebel movement
took power in Cuba following its victory over
Batista in January 1959, Guevara was consid-
ered the second most powerful man in Cuba.
Guevara was passionate about what he per-
ceived as the need for Cuba to support guerril-
la movements in Latin America and Africa. He
tried unsucessfully to establish or assist guerril-

la movements in Argentina in 1964, and in the .

Belgian Congo in 1965. He then disapeared
from public view.

“Shorn of his customary beard and beret and dis-

guised as a middle aged Uruguayan economist,
Guevara entered Bolivia in November 1966 and
was joined by 50 or so Cuban, Argentine,
Peruvian, and Bolivian guerrillas at a base in
southeastern Bolivia’s tropical desert. There, he
intended to train guerrillas from several coun-
tries to touch off a continental revolution. But

ond from left, Che Guevara, having entered
disguise, along with guerilla companions.

livia under heavy

Guevara’s effort was troubled since the beginning.
Bolivia’s pro-Moscow Communist party, on which
he depended for backing, withdrew its support.
This was followed by desertions, betrayal to the
army by suspicious peasants and the capture and
death of key members of his group. And combat
losses, sickness, fatigue and demoralization took a
heavy toll. Alerted of the presence of Guevara in
Bolivia, Washington sent Special Forces experts to
train a Bolivian battalion in antiguerrilla tech-
niques. Several agents of the Central Intelligence
Agency were sent to assist in intelligence gather-
ms.”l )

On October 8th, 1967, Che’s guerilla column
was ambushed in the Quebrada del Yuro by the
Bolivian Army. Four guerrillas died in combat, or
were assassinated in the ravine, the details of the

b R ’ “ : "
The capture of El Che.

incident varying in different accounts. Che and
“Willi” (Simon Cuba Saravia, a Bolivian miner)
were taken prisoner and carried to La Higuera, a
village near Vallegrande. On the following day,
General Rene Barrientos, then President of
Bolivia, ordered Guevara’s execution. He and
Simon Cuba were executed by the Bolivian army
in the village school. On October 10, Guevara’s
body was put on public display in the laundry
house of a hospital in Vallegrande. Hundreds of
locals went to see him, and photographers took
pictures.
“On the night of October 10, the military ended the
public spectacle by sealing off the hospital. The
Bolivian government had decided to “disappear”
Guevara’s body, apparently to deny him a burial

1. “Where is Che Guevara Buried? A Bolivian Tells,” by Jon. L. Andearson, New York Times, Nov. 21, 1995
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site that could become a place of public homage.
But first, mindful of the lingering disbelief in
Cuba and elsewhere at the reports of his death,
steps were taken to preserve evidence of his iden-

- tity. General Vargas Salinas said he witnesses the

grisly events that followed: the making of a wax
death mask of Guevara, the amputation of his
hands by Argentinian agents and his nightime
burial.”2

Argentinian agents checked his fingerprints
against those on file in his native Argentina and
confirmed the identification. The Bolivian sol-
diers took his body to a secret burial place.
Many stories give different versions of what
happened to Che Guevara’s remains: some say
his body was dumped from an helicopter into
the Bolivian jungle, others that he was cremat-
ed, or buried in one of many
sites around Vallegrande, in an
individual or a mass grave.

Vargas Salinas, a retired
General in the Bolivian Army
who fought Che’s guerrilla
group, told American journalist
Jon Anderson, who is currently
writing a biography of Che
Guevara, that he was one of the
three military officers who par-
ticipated in the disposal of Che's
remains. This is not denied by
any official sources.

After 28 years of silence,
Vargas Salinas, decided to talk: “Enough time
has passed, and it’s time the world knows,” he
told Anderson. “He is buried under the airstrip
of Vallegrande.”3

The diary of

The Role of the EAAF

Accompanied by members of the
Government Commission, Vargas Salinas trav-
elled to Vallegrande and walked about the land-
ing strip, but did not specify exactly where
Guevara’s remains were buried. He said sim-
ply that he and other military personnel had
interred them under the landing strip, or in the

2. ibid 3. Ibid

El “Che” in Bolivia.

immediate vicinity, in a common grave on the
night of October 11th, 1967. At the request of the
Association of Families of the Disappeared and
Martyrs for the national Liberation of Bolivia
(ASOFAM), the Commission then invited EAAF
to provide technical assistance in the investiga-
tion.

The bodies of most of the other guerrillas from
Che’s company who died in combat or were exe-
cuted in Bolivia had also never been found.
Therefore, ASOFAM was also interested in recov-
ering the remains of all the persons whose bodies
had not been returned to their families in 1967.
According to several historical accounts, the
corpses of some of these persons had been buried
together with Che’s remains. They are approxi-
mately 32 people:

Jesus Suarez Gayol, cuban;
Eliseo Rodriguez Reyes, cuban;
Antonio Sanchez Diaz, cuban;
Jorge Vazquez Viana, bolivian;
Carlo Coello, cuban; Jose Maria
Martinez Tamayo, cuban; Raul
 Quispaya Choque, bolivian;
- Antonio Jimenez Tardio, boli-
vian; Juan Vitalio Acufia Nufiez,
cuban; Israel Reyes Zayas,
' cuban; Apolinar Aquino Quispe,
bolivian; Gustavo Machid Hoed
Beche, cuban; Walter Arancibia
Rodriguez, bolivian; Moises
Guevara Rodriguez, bolivian;
Tamara Haydee Bunke Bider, argentine-german;
Fredy Maimura Hurtado, bolivian; Jose Restituto
Cabrera Flores, peruvian; Julio Velazco Montafio,
bolivian; Roberto Peredo Leigue, bolivian;
Manuel Hernandez Osorio, cuban;  Mario
Guttierrez Ardaya, bolivian; Orlando Pantoja
Tamayo, cubano; Rene Martinez Tamayo, cuban;
Alberto Fernandez Montes de Oca; Aniceto
Reinaga Gordillo; Juan Pablo Chang Navarro,
peruvians; Simon Cuba Saravia, cuban; Octavio
Concepcion de la Pedraja, cuban; Jaime Arana
Campero, bolivian; Fransisco Huanca Flores,

ANTHROPOLOGY TEAM

97



BIANNUAL REPORT

bolivian; Lucio Galvan Hidalgo,
peruvian and Julio Luis Mendez
Korne, bolivian.

The forensic investigation pro-
ceeded in four stages. The first
stage lasted from November 29th
to December 22nd 1995; the sec-
ond stage took place from January
7th to February 15th, 1996; the 8
third lasted from March 1st to
March 31st, 1996, and the fourth
stage lasted from the 21st to the
25th of June 1996. Members of the
Government Commission and
ASOFAM were present on an
almost permanent basis during all i
stages of the investigation.

First Stage: The
Identification of Jaime

"y

&

‘Chapaco’ Arana Campero e

The first stage began immedi- i -
ately after Gen. Vargas Salinas o '
made his announcement. On S -
November 29th, EAAF members i il .
Alejandro  Inchaurregui and R T Ve
Anahi Ginarte travelled to o TS
Vallegrande. They were subse- © — e, O,
quently replaced by two other N e togna . corande
team members, Patricia Bernardi Pradiee tes anbe o Agrideamo 3
and Carlos Somigliana. R A A N Reg misoTe Pands

Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Perez, "' 3 B arvas ds prenpecci

Yoo miter o of arqueelo g y

Director of the Legal Medicine
Institute in Havana also joined the
investigation as a representative
of the families of the Cuban com-
batants who died during Che’s
campaign in Bolivia, with the intention of identi-
fying their remains and repatriating them to
Cuba. Dr. Gonzalez participated in all the subse-
quent stages of the forensic investigation.

Two witnesses were also present during the
investigation: a man who was supposedly the
bulldozer operator who dug the grave where the
bodies of Che and his companions were buried,
and an old man from Vallegrande who had

LLTT TR ST
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Map of the area, showing airstrip on the top and other excavation sites at the bottom.

observed some of the events. On the basis of their
testimony, EAAF delimited an area bordering the
so-called old landing strip of the Vallegranda air-
port. :

Because the demarcated area was quite large,
EAAF decided to carry out a systematic geophys-
ical survey, with the aim of delimiting areas to
excavate. During the first and second stages of the
project, the private Argentinian firm Area
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Geofisica provided both equipment and person-
nel free of charge to aid the investigation.
Giorgio Stangarino, engineering, Nestor
Braidod, engineering and Sergio Katabian, geo-
physic from Area Geofisica participated in this
first stage. Through the use of a georadar, dis-
tinct anomalies in the geological strata of the
terrain at depths of up to three meters were
located. The georadar is a high resolution
instrument that is capable of providing infor-
mation about the subsoil of an area. It emits
electromagnetic waves through an antenna
placed on the surface of the area to be studied,
and receives signals reflected back from under
the ground through another antenna. This
enables an investigator to survey the subsoil
rapidly and without causing any destruction,
and shows the location of structures, tombs,
pipes, wells, and other natural and artificial dis-
continuities in the subsoil.4

On the basis of information provided by Area
Geofisica, EAAF dug test pits at each of the sites
in the demarcated area where the georadar indi-
cated the presence of anomalies. Unfortunately,
excavations revealed that all the anomalies
were the result of natural geological occur-
rances.

On the basis of other testimonies, test pits
were then dug in another area, a site now occu-
pied by the offices of the Agrarian
Investigations Service, some 500 meters from
the aerodrome. This effort also produced only
negative results.

Cafiada de Arroyo:
The Identification of

Jaime Arana Campero

Mr. Vicente Zavala claimed that one night in
1967, at a site on the property known as Cafiada
de Arroyo, 5 km from Vallegrande, Army troops
buried the bodies of guerrilla fighters.

On the 12th,13th 16 and 17 of December

EAAF members conducted excavations on the
property of Mr. Zavala and recovered three
human skeletons. These remains were studied in
the Sefior de Malta hospital in Vallegrande. At
that point, it was possible only to identify one of
the bodies, which was distinguished by an old or
premortem lesion on the sixth right rib. This
lesion was compatible with information provid-
ed by the family of Jaime Arana Campero. Years
before, in 1958, Campero had undergone a sur-
gical operation to remove a cyst from his right
lung. This fact, together with premortem infor-
mation of a more general character, allowed for
the positive identification of the Bolivian Jaime
Arana Campero, aged 29 years and known as
“Chapaco”, who died in the clash of “Cajones”
on October 12th, 1967.

Clash in Cajones

After the capture and execution of Che and
members of his group on October 8th 1967, the
guerrillas who survived the Quebrada de Yuro
incident, divided into two groups and travelled
off in different directions. A few days later, on
October 12th, the first group, composed of four
survivors, was taken prisoner at the confluence
of the Grande and Mizque rivers. According to
Regis Debrays, the group was executed immedi-
ately; according to military sources like Gary
Prados the four died in combat. The names of
these four were: “El Moro” (Octavio Concepcion
de la Pedraja, 32 years old, a Cuban military doc-
tor), “Chapaco” (Jaime Arana Campero, a
Bolivian and former Communist Youth member)
“Eustaquio” (Lucio Galvan, 30 years old, a
Peruvian guerrilla radio technician and a mili-
tant of the National Liberation Army) and
“Pablito” (Fransisco Huanca, 22 years old, a
young Bolivian peasant and student).

The remains of Jaime Arana Campero were
returned to his family, who decided to reinter
them at the cemetary of Tarija, the town where
he came from.

4. The slectromagnetic georadar is principally constituted by a wide-band transmitter, and comresponding reciever. The instruments included were:
SIR-SvsTEM Principal Unit, with 14-bit A/D converter board; Color and/or Monochrome monitor; and various antennas, from 20 to 2,500 MHz.

5. ibid, Anderson. 6. /bid, Andarson
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Second Stage

Five EAAF members participated in the sec-
ond stage of the investigation: Patricia Bernardi,
Luis Fondebrider, Mercedes Doretti, Anahi
Ginarte and Silvana Turner. During this period
no findings of human remains were made.

Area Geofisica’s team and equipment was
obtained again, in order to conduct further sur-
veys.

From January 16th to March 25th 1996 three
Cuban geophysicists from Geominera Geofisica
of Cuba joined the project. These experts, spe-
cialists in radiastecist, gravimetry and seismolo-
gy, were: Beatriz Rodriguez Basante, geophysi-
cal engineer and specialist in seismics at the
Institute of Geology and Paleontology in
Havana; engineer Jose Prol and engineer
Leodegario Lufriu.Their studies complemented
and expanded upon those performed by the
georadar team.

This stage of the work was characterized by
the beginning of the systematization of the dif-
ferent historical versions provided by several
witnesses and written sources, the geophysical
inspection using different methods and the
amplification of the excavation areas to areas
marked by new testimonies and the geophysics
teams.

The excavation areas were initially selected
on the basis of historical accounts gathered at
the beginning of the investigation that identi-
fied possible burial sites. These sites were locat-
ed at the following places: the old and new
airstrip; the terrain currently occupied by the
National Road Services, the Rotary Club, the
Center for the Study of Fruit Cultivation; and
areas inmmediately in and outside the old and
new cemetery.

Within these areas, specific zones were
demarcated according to three criteria:1) sites of
anomalies registered by the georadar; 2) alter-
ations identified by the Cuban geophysic team;
and 3) sites or areas identified by historical ver-
sions collected during the investigation.

The Cuban geophysical team performed the

following tasks. They studied the areas previous-
ly surveyed by the georadar and compared the
results obtained by these different methods, and
they expanded the survey in areas demarcated
before. They also studied new areas such as a site
within the Sr. de Malta Hospital and Cafada de
Arroyo. In addition, they analyzed maps and
aerial photographs to reconstruct certain features
of the landscape as it was 30 years ago.

Cultural and Natural changes in the landscape

Almost 30 years have elapsed since the evnts
under investigation took place, and the land-
marks in the terrain which witnesses refer to in
their account have changed substantially.

Topographic maps of the region and aerial
photographs from the year 1959 and 1984 were
obtained. By comparing these different sources it
was possible to partially reconstruct the land-
scape as it appeared in 1967. The identification of
landmarks in the rural terrain that by now have
disappeared or undergone changes allowed the
testimonies given by witnesses to be situated
more precisely. Of particular significance was the
fact that in those years the Pando Regiment post
occupied the area on which the National Road
Service, the Rotary Club, and The Center for the
Study of Fruit Cultivation are now situated.
Streets that crossed Pando’s military post no
longer exist, while new roads have been opened
as former parcels of land have been redivided.

The erosion that has occurred in the area is one
of the principle natural forces that has modified
the landscape. The geological fault in the area of
the Rotary Club has advanced approximately 22
meters between 1967 and the present.

As part of its investigation into the history of
the events of 1967, EAAF continued to compile
witnesses’ testimonies. These testimonies led to
the identification of new areas to be surveyed
and excavated. EAAF conducted numerous
interviews with farmers, local residents, former
soldiers, mechanics, and all other persons capa-
ble of providing relevant information, Then all
information concerning the burial site of Ernesto
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Guevara and his groups taken from the differ-
ent acounts could be systematically compared.
The information gathered from these sources
was subsequently transferred to maps of each of
the areas identified in witnesses’ testimonies.
This made it possible to visualize more clearly
the specific sites within the areas mentioned in
the majority of the witnesses’ accounts. In some
cases, the areas thus identified had already been
excavated on the basis of information provided
by the georadar, by the geophysical studies, or

Excavalion in progress ai Vallegrande.

by stories collected before the information from
witnesses’ accounts was systematized. In other
cases, the historical accounts indicated new
areas for geophysical exploration and excava-
tion.

The search for family members of the victims
who could provide information about the phys-
ical histories or their deceased relatives also
continued.

The new zones delimited at the second stage
for further investigation were:

a} The area adjacent to the north wall of the
cemetery, bordering the Vallegrande airport; b)
the old and current landing strips of the
Vallegrande airport; c) the site currently occu-
pied by the offices of the National Highway
Services; d) and e) the site currently occupied by
the offices of the Rotary Club; f) the site cur-

rently occupied by the regional Center for the
Study of Fruit Cultivation; g) the interior of the
new cemetary, which is curently in use; h) fault
partially located on the Rotary Club’s property;
I) a structure that in previous years was used as
a kitchen by the Pando regiment, located on the
property currently used by the Technical
University of Vallegrande (TVU); j) Cafiada de

 Arroyo, a private property containing the site

where four skeletons were found.

In December 1995, the EAAF began working
on the southern side of the old airstrip
and at the Center for the Study of Fruit
Cultivation. During the second stage of
the investigation, the georadar survey
was expanded to zones A, B, C, and E.
These zones were cleared and prepared
for survey with georadar. The informa-
tion obtained was analyzed in Buenos
Aires and the coordinates from the areas
showing anomalies were sent back to
Vallegrande.

There were no findings of importance
in any of the areas excavated. The
points indicated by the georadar and
geophysicist, until now, have all corre-
sponded to alterations produced by nat-
ural or cultural causes, but did not convey to the
finding of human remains. Between February
15th. and March 1st, archaeological excavations
were suspended, but geophysical surveys and
historical research on the case continued.

Third stage

Through the month of March, three EAAF
members, Anahi Ginarte, Dario Olmo and
Patricia Bernardi, resumed excavations and the
study of the remains that were retrieved.

The third stage of the excavation took place
over smaller areas, much more clearly defined
than in the previous phases, by excavating in the
remaining sites presenting anomalies detected
by the two teams of geophysicists and by histor-
ical data.

At the same time, excavations were conducted
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SUMMARY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Total No. surveyed No.surveyed  No. described Total m?

excavated by georadar by geophys. by historical excavated
Zone investigation
Cemetery 12 5 3 4 58.59
Exterior/A
Pista/ B & 26 10 8 8 119.11
Extension
Road Service, 57 | 4 3 50 393.15
C & Ext.
Rotary Club/ 26 3 4 19 216.3
D,E & Ext.
Frut. Co-op/ 29 10 1 18 108.37
F & Ext.
Interior 17 - - 17 141.8
Cemetery G
Garbage or 12 - - 12 123
Zanja/ H
Reg. Kitchen - - - - 17.23
Pando/ 1
Canada de 26 - 3 23 79.687
Arroyo/ ]
Pando 2 - 1 1 14
Regiment/ K
Hospital Sr. 6 - 6 - : 24
de Malta/ L -
TOTALS 213 2 29 152 1295237
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in new areas identified by witnesses, such as
the backyard of the Sefior de Malta Hospital in
Vallegrande (where Che’s body had been exhib-
ited in the laundry room) and two areas of what
used to be the Pando Regiment.

Work was also continued in Cafiada de
Arroyo, where a fourth skeleton was found
inside a small fault near another site where the
three previously exhumed bodies were found.

Summary of the archaeological excavations:
Laboratory Analysis

The four human skeletons found in Cafiada
de Arroyo were analyzed to determine identity
and cause of death. (See Table, p. 58) They cor-
respond to four adult males, all of whom exhib-
ited bullet wounds in the head thorax, upper
limbs, and abdomen.

The body of El Che on exhibit at the laundry room of the
Sefior de Malta Hospital in Vallegrande.

On the basis of the identification of Arana
Campero, together with historical informa-
tion, it was possible to establish hypotheses
with respect to the identity of the remaining
skeletons. In the absence of any significant
premortem data for any of the three skeletons,
bone samples were taken for genetic analysis.
These were sent to Cuba, together with blood
samples from two possible relatives of two of
the dead.The third family has still not been
contacted. Up till now, the comparison of the
genetic material extracted from the bones and
the blood samples has not been finished.

At the end of this stage, the Vallegrandina
Committee was established. This committee
petitioned the Government Committee for
official recognition so that it could join the on-
going investigation.
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Fourth Stage: Exhumation and
Identification of Carlos Coello

Coello, “Tuma”

According to data collected from different
sources, Carlos Coello Coello, “Tuma”, a lieu-
tenant in the Cuban army, arrive in Bolvia in
November 1966. He was fatally wounded in an
ambush known as “La Poza” on june 26th.,
1967, near the Piray river, department of Santa
Cruz de la Sierra. Coello had been wounded in
the abdomen and died while being opearted on
in a peasant’s house. '

His body was buried the next day by his
companions. It was later discovered by army
sodliers, who were unable to identify it. They
subsequently reburied it in a nearby place
known as Laguna Seca or Rio Seco, close to the
village of Florida, Department of Santa Cruz de
la Sierra

According to premortem physical data pro-
vided by his family from Cuba, “Tuma” had
suffered an injury in his left elbow as a result of
an accident.

Between March and June 1996, the Committe
in charge of the historical research in La Paz
located the person who had led the army into
the area. After several visits to the site, the wit-
ness was able to locate the spot of the second
grave.

The discovery of the bone remains occurred
on June 16th. 1996, on the basis of additional
information provided by the residents of
Laguna Seca, 133 miles from the city of Santa
Cruz de la Sierra, and 80 kilometers from the
road which goes from Florida to Tejeria, in the
mountain department of Santa Cruz de la
Sierra.

Two EAAF members, Patricia Bernardi and
Dario Olmo, travelled again to Bolivia and on
June 21 were authorized by the Governmental
Committee to exhume and identify the remains
found at Laguna Seca.

The skeleton was analyzed at the Japanese
Hospital in Santa Cruz de la Sierra on June

22nd, and revealed the following information: it
belonged to a male individual, whose age at the
time of death was between 22 and 32 years old,
and height was 165cm +/- 3cm. A premortem
fracture at the distal extreme of the left humerus
(elbow) was also found.

Correlating the information from the study of
the bone remains with the physical data provid-
ed by the family of Carlos Coello Coello, it was
possible to establish a positive identification.

It was not possible, however, to determine
cause and manner of death from the bone
remains or surrounding evidence. According to
historical data, Coello was fatally wounded in
the abdomen, affecting his liver and producing a
perforation in the intestines. The skeleton did not
present any evidence that would confirm or deny
the testimonies regarding his cause of death. If
the location of the wound was described correct-
ly in the historical sources, it could well be that
the gunshot wound did not affect skeletal
remains.

The remains of Carlos Coello Coello were
transported to Cuba and returned to his family,
his wife and a son whom he never knew.

Current Situation:

Excavation work was suspended for the
moment, given the impossibility of locating the
probable sites of burial with more precision.
Currently, two groups, one from Cuba and one
from Bolivia are working together to continue
the historical investigation of the facts. The task
is not yet finished and is of vital importance to
complete the historical investigation in order to
locate new burial sites and/or mark out tha areas
already surveyed.
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Scientists have launched a search for the remains of the Marxist leader, whose fierce idealism

Ry John Otis

Cumonicrr Foseicn SPavicr

Vallegrands, Bolivia

e was an elusive guerrilla prince with a burning cause

and a three-letter nickname that came to stand for the

coming insurrection.

So when his limp body — pocked with
bullet hnles and reeking of lormaldehyde
- =was dumped in a hospilal laundry toom
for the world 10 witness, the Bolivian army
understandably thought it had shot down
the legend of Ernesie “Che™ Guevara,

On that day, Oct. 10, 1967, hundreds of
‘lownsfolk lined up at the Lord of Malta
Hospital in Vallegrande for the makeshift
wake. Che was dead. says Eric Biusst, an
agricultural technician who was in the
line, but there was something about the

- look on his face.

“You know the images of Christ that
_You see everywhere — with the slender
face and the pointed nose? He lnoked like

that

"What's more, his cyes were open. So
no matter where you were when you
lonked ar him, it always secmed like he
wis watching you.”

The army must have been spooked as
welt because officers suddeniy decided to
erase all traces of the Argentine-horn
Marxist, Ilis budv vanished the next day.

But instead of disappearing, Che re-
mains. nearly three decades later, a hover-
ing specter in Latin America.

in Vallegrande, at the western edge of
the southeastern state of Santa Cruz, old-

» CHE: Page 4 Col |

still haunts Latin America nearly 30 years after his execution. His appeal has proved

so enduring that he is now a cult figure in the nation he had hoped to rally to revolution.

Forensic anthropologists dig — fruitiessly so far — for Che's remains.
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Tras los huesos del “Che”: '
Exhumaron restos del cubano

Carlos Coello Coello (Tuma)

-de-r_-réai;a-.n pex:iza_Jé fégé}isé en la morgue del
hospital Japonés-

S F

Antropdlogos forenses argentinos exhuman log restos

desarticulados del guerrillere Tuma.

n presencia cel hisgal

Juan Abera Alvarez, la
ComISIoN gue viae ayer a La
Florida. integrada por dos an-
tropdlogos forenses argent-
nos y una hisionadera y %o
cigloga cubana, exhumaron
104 resics de Carlos Cosllo
Coello. mas conoctde como
"Tuma“, querrllard que peled
junto a Ernesto “Che” Gueva-
1a en Ias accionas de 1967
La Comision llegd al lugar se-
halade. que habia sido ubica-
do ras cuatro meses de bus-
queda por referencias gue pro-
porcionaton los pobladoras de
La Florida. poblacton ubicada
a 35 kilometros de la carretera
a Carmwi, pasando Pio Seco.
Los aniropalogos Patricia Ber-
narh y Dario Olmo, luego o8
Ia excavacion, selescionaron
las piazas enconiradas a 1an
solo 80 cenlimelros de la su-
perficie. "Esla @3 una deposi-
1acin secundafia, dado que
algunos huesos no eslaban
arficulados. pero las estima-
ciones de sexo. edad e identi-
dad se harén en (aboratorio™,
expreso Bernardi. indicando
que se observan smprontas
vardes en la pelvis y ei omd-
ptalc, paro se determinard en
leboratorio 8 qué tipo de oro-
yactd corresponden.
QOlmo sxpitcd que encontraron
el cuerpo en pasicion de cubito
lateral @ una profungidad entre

70 y B0 cenlimatros de ja su-
periicwe, agregando que en fa
morgue del hospral Japonds
5@ realizard @l pertaje corres.
pondigtie

E} cubano Jorge Gonzdlez
Parez. direclor del Insitluto da
Madicina Legal de su pais, &
nombrg de lok lamihares cu-
bancs muertos en ias Querri.
Has det Che en Bolrna, prosi-
gue la busqueda e sus res-
tas y los del “Ché”

Dijo que desde diciembre dal
afo pasado estdn faciitando
infarmacién hisidrica a los an-
ropélogos lorenses argentinos
¥ que ccn éste ya son cinco
los guerrilleros que han encon-
trade. “En breva liempo mds

n ‘.“‘

8514 pravisio continuar con las
exhumaciones en Vallagran-
de”, mxprasd.

Maria del Carmen Arié, hisio-
riadora y socidloga cubana,
acompadia al equipo técnico,
proporcionando dalos histéri-
co% de 108 sucesos v lugares
donde cayeron kos guerrilleros
e informd que en la Habana
esld coordinando la implemaen-
1acién del Archivo del Che.
HERMAND

Humberto Vasquaz Viaha. her-
manc de uno de los guerrille-
ros que acompafaron al Che
#n su ucha. dijo que ésle cayd
harido cerca a Muyupampd y
despuss lue curado en el hos-
pital de Yacimisnios en Camin,

“Fus tusilado en Choreli y tira-
do desds un avidn. Hace ocho
afios astuve buscdndolo con
ayuda de los campesinos de
zona ¥ logré encontrar of fugar
carca de Lagunilas en una co-
munidad chitiguana®, reveld,
pero que e decisidn o8 su la-
milia que se quads enirs 1a
gente por la cual fuchd.
POBLADOR

Augusio Coca, un pobiador del
lugar desds tiempos de la gus-
rrike, difo que en 1967 los gue-
mifteros llegaron a Pirai donde
acamparon una noche. "Al sl
quienta dia tuwieron ¢ choque
con ol sokdadas del Ejército de
Boltvla. Los compaferas de
Tumia 1o Irajeron achwe las an-
cas de un cabalio con un bala-
20 an 8l esiémago y 8 unes
tres Wilbmetros y medio lo en-
terraron”, conté.

Sostuvo que como estaba muy
cerca de la superlicie los pe-
fro8 ¥ 08 Cusrvog 0 SACATON,
#ntonces unos campesinos
que o vieron dieron pane al
Ejéreito. quienes ko entarraron
a mayor protundidad.

Rairid que, aungue Bl principio
los guaerrilleros inspiraban mie-
00, despuds s hicwron quarer
porque ayudaban a jos pobla-
dores. "Eran hombres muy
buenos. ara mentira la lama
que & hicieton de que mata-
ban a los campesinos. El Ejér-
cito obligaba a los pobladores
del lugar que sirvan de quias
para seguit & 108 guetnillenos’,
mantiesté.

Coca indicd que luve la suerie
de alojasios en su casa una
nocha y un dia, pero no supo
distinguir cudl del grupe era al
Che, porque varios usaban
barba. Sehald que et pueblito
de La Florida fus lundado sn
1712 y que aproximadaments
tiens 400 habitantes.

Comisién
que participd
an la exhy-
macién.

Caja en la que trajeron 1os huesoa para ser
+Xaminadgos sn la morgus dei hoapital
Japonés de esta cludad.

Los restos seran
llevados a Cuba

Los restos del guemiierc cubanc Caros Tuma™ Coelio Coelto
podrén ser Irasiadados a La Habana el domnqge tras haberse
compkstade hay 13 exhumacion de su caddver y luego det pen-
1aje forense que practirdn asta SADAGO 108 exDenos 1A4qUENGOS
por el Gobiemo bolvano

El esqueleio lue enconirado ei 16 de este mes en base a un pn-
mef ndicio consiatade 1 9 de junio en 1a zona de Laguna Seca,
ubicada enire las peguedas poblaciones de Flonda v Teperia. 2
133 Wilbmelros al surcesie de la capnal

El esqueleto lua fnaimente deseniertado hoy tas una metculosa
laren da cuatro horas complida en ol lugar por Painoa Bermard y
Darig Oimo del Equipt Argeniing de Antropoiogrs Forense

El créneo fue o pAmere en descubmmse & solo 58 cenlimeiros
de la superficie de I3 tisrra, mientras que o sacro esiaba 8 8315
cenlimatros y 105 pes & 82 canlimelros

EFE conslalo en sl lugar al malogrado esiado del esquelelo.
con huesos suelios sobre 1odo en el tovax v ta parte antenor del
craneo destrozado.

Cada yna de las piazas oseas fusron ciasricadas por los antropo-
logos forenses al compielar ol descubremenio de los resios.
Aunqus todas i8s svidencias apurtan a “Tuma®™ los aniropblogos
lorenass debardn cumplir con o perkase legal y centifico para raih-
car g identificacidn da los restos. con ®f apoyo del médico Jorge
Gonzdlez, direcior del instiuto de Mediona Legal de Cuba.

Pars ¢llo cusntan con datos de g licha personal de Coello to-
mada pot ta Republica ge Cuba, en los que details lecha ga e
¢imiento, estaturs, peso, tamaha de log piss, biolipo, color o
pie y cabello, detatie de lesiones en ios huesos y alras anomah:
as en el cuemo

La tarea se reahzark aste sAbado en &l Hospilal Japonds, preva
sulorizacidn sobcriada por el secretanico de Pégimen Intanor del
Ministeno ce Gobierno, Hugd San Mantin, que preside (8 com-
sibn oficial

Jome Gonzdlez, que participa de la bisqueda en rapresenia-
cidn 0o los familiares de guemileros cubancs caidos en Nance-
huazu junio al “Che’, confrma a EFE que los restos oe “Tuma’
serén irasladados & 1a brevedad & La Habana, donde viven si
hije y allegados.

Tuma" mund sl 26 de junio de 1956 al infentar responder a una
smboacada del Ejérchio boliviano en La Poza, prdxima a Flonga
Fue enlefrado imcialmenie por los quetrillercs, pero Irasliadado de
losa  los pocos dies por ol Ejdrcilo que Supo por kos pobladores
que ol caddver habia sido desenierado por los permas. (EFE)

Ares,

Urbana.

Santa Cruz. sdbado 22 de junlo de 1996
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